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Introduction 
CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 
Reading is one of the most important components of our language and 
it is an essential tool for lifelong learning for all learners. In order to 
face the 21st century, education has to prepare learners to adapt to 
social and technological changes that are taking place at an 
unprecedented rate. Education under these circumstances depends 
largely on language competency. Reading is a resource for continued 
education, for the acquisition of new knowledge and skills, for gaining 
information through media, especially newspapers, books, radio, 
television, and the computers. Thus the achievement of quality basic 
education calls for the development of good reading habits of both 
young and adult learners. Reading and reading habit are two aspects 
that have received increasing attention in recent years. In the evolving 
knowledge society, reading is considered crucial for gaining the 
necessary information and insights, which prepare a person to face the 
diverse challenges of modem times. 
Reading is a key to a wealth of experience that links people in a way 
far beyond distance or time. Reading provides experience to the 
individual so that he may expand his horizons, identify, extend and 
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intensify his interest and gain deeper understanding of himself and 
other human being and of the world. Reading is important for students 
in general in order to cope with new knowledge in a changing world 
that of the technological age. The ability to read is at the heart of self 
education and lifelong learning. Reading is a very important issue 
which is not only about enjoyment but a necessity; the basic tool of 
education. Reading makes way for a better understanding of one's 
own experiences and it can be an exciting voyage to self discovery. It 
is the art of interpreting printed and written words, the most effective 
process of conscious learning which influences the extent and 
accuracy of information as well as the attitudes, morals, beliefs, 
judgement and action of readers (Noor, 2011). 
Reading is considered one of the best habits that one must inculcate in 
him. A good reading habit is necessary for a healthy intellectual 
growth and plays a very crucial role in enabling a person to achieve 
practical efficiency. Furthermore, an individual's interests are 
determined to a considerable extent by the amount he will read and the 
intensity with which he will pursue his reading activity. By reading 
books, one gets confirmation or rejection of one's own ideas, which 
makes one think more critically about right and wrong in the society. 
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Reading provides people with a sense of values, which enable them 
gradually to develop the greatest of all virtues, that is the ability to 
understand rather than condemn. Books can also be very comforting, 
especially at times when one doubts one's self and one's beliefs (Noor, 
2011). 
1.1 Newspaper Reading habits 
Newspaper is one of the main sources of modem information. Nobody 
can think about a day without newspaper in today's life. Most of the 
daily newspapers published feature articles or story on political 
events, crimes, sports, business, arts or entertainment overall the 
situation of the whole society. In other words newspaper is the x-ray 
report: of the society and the civilization. Newspapers entered the 21st 
century as a continuing enigma. Newspaper creates reading habits and 
provides knowledge of different tests and kinds of different segments 
of the society. It is equally important for the entire people from 
student to government officials. Reading builds vocabulary skills and 
background knowledge that strengthens reading skills and increases 
the enjoyment of reading. Student's willingness and unwillingness to 
read newspaper is an indicator to know their current reading habits. A 
newspaper reading habit is somewhat established by the time a person 
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reaches the traditional college age of 18 and is typically firmly 
established by the time a person reaches 25 to 30 years of age. Like all 
other habits newspaper reading habit also influenced by the reading 
habits of parents. Newspaper reading habits not only creates a habit of 
reading but also open the doors of self improvements. The practice of 
reading, a newspaper has been associated with improvement in 
students' attitudes toward reading (Majumder & Hasan, 2013). 
Newspaper reading widens the mental horizon of an individual. It 
develops the ideas, broadens the outlook, enriches thoughts, removes 
narrowness, and purifies philosophy. Editorial column has its own 
importance. One can know about the analytic explanation of a thing or 
a matter and from business page, one can learn about the economy of 
our country and many other statistical things. Sports page is a popular 
one to the sports loving readers. Newspapers are also an important 
means of advertisement. They help trade and commerce. If a trade or 
an industrialist wants to increase his business, he can do so by 
advertising his goods in the newspapers. They help both the employer 
and the employees through their 'wants' columns. The large number of 
advertisement of every kind is a clear proof of the popularity of the 
newspapers as a means of advertisement. 
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Even in an age of over a hundred 24x7 news channels, newspapers are 
seen as the primary source for news & current affairs, with television 
largely an entertainment medium. The Internet is still in its infancy, 
and radio is a bigger source of information compared to magazines, 
even in urban India. And just one in four read leisure (non-syllabus) 
books. Today's newspapers carry supplements on diverse subjects like 
education, wellness, art and lifestyle, food, gadgets, etc. which help in 
getting updated information. Reading newspaper everyday is a very 
good habit. At least if people spend ten minutes on reading newspaper 
increases communication skill, general knowledge. Old people spend 
a lot of time reading newspaper as they have a lot of free time and so 
they try to spend as much time as possible in reading newspaper. It 
also educates about the rules and regulation in the best way. It brings a 
lot of changes in mankind. Newspaper is the king of the informative 
media. It also bring lot of awareness in the injustice done to the rural 
people as most of them in rural areas are not educated, so uneducated 
do not have much awareness of the injustice done to them. So the 
reporters take up the job of bringing awareness in the people. The 
newspaper is the most media. On an average the newspaper consists of 
twenty two pages in it, and each and every page is interesting and 
knowledge gaining, not only knowledge gaining but also interesting. 
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The sport column attracts most of the teenagers, youth and all the 
sport lovers. The cinema column is very attracted again by teenagers, 
youth and all film lovers. There are also some interesting games 
present in the news paper which increases thinking capacity of the 
people. The film and sport stars interviews are also published. In 
editor column people complain on the problems they are suffering 
within their locality are also published. The cornice authorities are 
ordered to do the needful at the earliest. Sadly, the habit of reading 
newspapers is fast dissipating which is a key reason why many of us 
lack in general awareness. It becomes difficuh later in life to inculcate 
the habit of reading. 
1.2 Role of Newspaper 
One of the major developments is the emergency of the newspapers a 
mass media as a prominent and influential component of society. 
Newspaper is great gift to mankind. It promotes reading habit among 
people. Newspaper is serving the mankind from the very beginning of 
17th century, not only in India but also in various parts of the world. 
Newspaper has its own mark in publishing infonnative news to the 
people. It is the best media and it really works for the welfare of the 
people and for the improvement of the people. Thereby it works for 
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the people and contribute a lot in the development of the country. The 
services to mankind cannot be described in words. Newspaper does 
not contain any in favour of any political parties. It always provides 
correct information. At times people realize many facts about anti 
social element like corruption. It also provides element to several 
thousand of peoples, and it also gives food to thousands of families. It 
becomes means of living to several thousand people. It plays an 
extravagant role in educating people of rural areas regarding the anti 
social element like corruption, rational discrimination, dowry and 
many more. It also plays an informative role at the time of natural 
calamities and many more, reporters are given a high amount of 
respect for the hard work they do collecting information and the 
editors take up a job of editing the information brought by the 
reporters. It is an ultimate gift of technology and also the best 
informative media. It provides right news and also provides the 
important incidents happening through the country or at times through 
the world. It is very cheap and almost every house in the country is 
equipped with newspaper as it is very cheap and also very informative 
to mankind. It gives a rapid change in the communication of the 
people. 
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1.2.1 Role of the Newspaper in the freedom struggle 
Newspaper played a major role in passing the important infonnation 
regarding the freedom struggle from different parts of the country. 
There were many articles written and printed in newspaper inspired 
the youth, the articles written in newspaper inspired the youth so much 
that they left their job as well as their education and joined the 
freedom moments. In this the newspaper contributed a lot to India 
independence and people came to know the news of various 
importance incidence of freedom moment happening in the different 
part of the country. Freedom moment was started in the year 1857, at 
this time the newspaper was only means of communication. Though 
newspaper was only means of communication, but they were so 
advancement in technology and also people did not know the 
important of newspaper at that time. Slowly as the time passed people 
realized the importance of newspaper and almost the time of First 
World War the importance of newspaper increased. Newspaper played 
a predominant role in the freedom movement. The great Gandhi wrote 
many important articles and inspired the youth. Gandhi ideas of non 
violence, Satyagraha and other important aspect like quit India 
movement and many more were printed and published in newspaper. 
Newspaper played vital role in transformation the information 
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throughout the country. During the quit India in 1942, the newspaper 
became an essential tool of both sharing ideas as well as to get 
information. Absolutely the newspaper is basic requirement and 
contributed very effectively in the freedom movement. Newspaper 
passed lots of information to people of different parts of country. 
1.2.2 Role of Newspaper in the society 
Newspapers play an important role in human life. The newspaper 
increases general knowledge of the people. They are two types oi' 
newspaper in India. Some papers cover the news from throughout and 
some other papers are strictly confined with the news with deal with 
state issue. One can see news in television also but television strains 
the eye and also results in many health problems. Newspaper brings 
out information about the various job opportunities. It also provides 
the rate of commodities and other valuable information. Newspaper 
brings awareness about right and duties of the citizen and they also 
help in doing justice to the needy. Newspaper is only media which 
support the public and in fact they work day and night for the welfare 
of the people. Newspaper is also very effective media. There is special 
column that is editor column, where public can write to editor of the 
local paper about their problem with in their locality, and the 
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concerned authorities will take measure to solve the problem. Such as 
if road in any city is not in good condition, then any person in that 
locality can write to editor, then the editor publishes it in the 
newspaper and concerned authorities will take measure to solve the 
problem. By this way the newspaper become close to the people 
(Sesha,2012). 
Therefore the investigator planned to conduct a study on Newspaper 
Reading Habits among the Research Scholars of Faculty of Social 
Sciences and Faculty of Arts, AMU, Aligarh. The main aim of 
conducting this study is to know the difference between the newspaper 
readerships of the research scholars of the two above mentioned 
faculties. 
1.3 Aligarh Muslim University 
Aligarh Muslim University (A.M.U.) is a residential institute located 
in the city of Aligarh, UP, India. It is a premiers Central University 
which was established in 1920 and founded by a great Muslim 
reformer Sir Syed Ahmad Khan in the form of Mohammedan Anglo-
Oriental College (MAO) in 1875. There are two fully functioning off-
campus centres located in the cities of Mallapuram and Murshidabad. 
It draws students from all comers of the country as well as foreign 
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countries, especially Africa, West Asia and Southeast Asia. In some 
courses, seats are reserved for students from SAARC and 
Commonwealth Countries. 
The University has 12 Faculties, each comprising of several 
Departments of Studies. 
• Faculty of Agricultural Sciences 
• Faculty of Arts 
• Faculty of Commerce 
• Faculty of Engineering & Technology 
• Faculty of Law 
• Faculty of Life Sciences 
• Faculty of Medicine 
• Faculty of Management Studies & Research 
• Faculty of Science 
• Faculty of Social Sciences 
• Faculty of Theology 
• Faculty of Unani Medicine 
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The University also maintains a number of Colleges, Institutes, 
Centres and Schools. Notably among them are Women's College, 
Centre of Professional Courses, Interdisciplinary Biotechnology Unit, 
Zakir Hussain College of Engineering & Technology, Ajmal Khan 
Tibbiya College, Jawaharlal Nehru Medical College, Dr. Ziauddin 
Ahmad Dental College, Institute of Ophthalmology, Centre for 
Advanced Studies in History, Centre for Women Studies, Centre for 
Nehru Studies, University Polytechnic University, Women's 
Polytechnic, K.A. Nizami Centre for Quranic Studies, Schools 
including one for the visually challenged (Aligarh Muslim University, 
2013). 
1.3.1 Faculty of Social Sciences 
In 1969, Faculty of Social Science was created. It consists of 
following 13 Department of Studies: 
• Department of Economics 
• Department of Education 
• Department of History 
• Department of Political Science 
• Department of Sociology and Social Works 
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• Department of Islamic Studies 
• Department of West Asian Studies 
• Department of Library & Infonnation Science 
• Department of Psychology 
• Department of Journalism and Mass Communication 
• Department of Physical health & Sports Education 
• Department of women's Studies 
• Department of South African and Brazilian Studies 
Faculty of Social Science at present offering 08 undergraduate and 20 
post graduate programmes in addition to several Diploma and 
Certificate Courses. Total numbers of students enrolled in the faculty 
are 2719, including under-graduate 1176, Post-graduate 1053 
Research Scholars 490. Number of Foreign Students enrolled in 
different programmes is 96 
The Faculty has a Conference Hall equipped with latest digital 
technology; video-conferencing facility is available for seminars and 
lectures (Aligarh Muslim University, 2013). 
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1.3.2 Faculty of Arts 
The Faculty of Arts of Aligarh Muslim University (A.M.U.) consist of 
following 11 departments of Studies 
Department of Arabic 
Department of Comparative Studies and Indian Languages 
Department of English 
Department of Fine Arts 
Department of Linguistics 
Department of Hindi 
Department of Modem Indian Languages 
Department of Persian 
Department of Philosophy 
Department of Sanskrit 
Department of Urdu (Aligarh Muslim University, 2013). 
1.4 Statement of the problem 
The problem of this study is entitled " Newspaper Reading Habits 
among the Research Scholars of Faculty of Social Sciences and 
Faculty of Arts, A.M.U, Aligarh : A Comparative study. " 
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1.5 Operational definition of Terms 
Newspaper: According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 
Newspaper is defined as a paper that is printed and distributed usually 
daily or weekly and that contains news, articles of opinion, features, 
and advertising (Mish, 2003). 
'Newspaper' is a periodical publication that contains news, articles of 
opinion, features, and advertising. The present study aims to explore 
newspaper reading habits of research scholars. 
Reading: According to Collins English Dictionary (2011), Reading 
is defined as knowledge gained from books. 
In the present study, 'reading' is used to refer to the research scholar's 
way of gaining knowledge from newspaper. 
Habit: According to Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, habit 
is defined as a thing that you do often and almost without thinking, 
especially something that is hard to stop doing (Simpson, Ed., 2010). 
In the present study, the 'habit' of reading newspaper is the main 
concern of the study. 
15 
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Research Scholar: According to Collins English Dictionary (2011), 
research scholar is the one who carries out investigations into (a 
subject, problem, etc) in order to discover new information or facts. 
In the present study, the 'research scholars' of the faculty of social 
Sciences and faculty of Arts are the subjects of the study. 
Faculty: According to Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, 
Any of the divisions or comprehensive branches of learning at a 
college or university (Simpson, Ed., 2010). 
In the study, 'faculty' of Social Sciences and Arts are taken into 
consideration for study purpose. 
Social Sciences: According to Oxford Advanced Learner's 
Dictionary, The study of human society and of individual 
relationships in and to society (Simpson, Ed., 2010). 
In the present study, faculty of 'Social Sciences' is one of the two 
faculties. 
Arts: According to Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, The 
subjects studied at school or university that are not scientific such as 
languages, history or literature (Simpson, Ed., 2010). 
16 
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In the present study, faculty of 'Arts' is second of the two faculties. 
A.M.U: Aligarh Muslim University (A.M.U.) is the central university 
in India, which is located in Aligarh. (www.amu.ac.in) 
'Aligarh Muslim University' is the area under the study conducted by 
the investigator. 
Comparative: According to Oxford Advanced Learner's 
Dictionary, Connected with studying things to find out how similar 
and different they are (Simpson, Ed., 2010). 
In the present study, comparison has been shown between two 
faculties. 
Study: According to Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, The 
activity of learning or gaining knowledge either from books or by 
examining things in the world (Simpson, Ed., 2010). 
To explore newspaper reading habits among the research scholars of 
two faculties. The study is mandatory. 
1.6 Objectives of the study 
The main purpose of this survey is to compare various aspects of 
newspaper reading habits (both printed and online newspaper) among 
17 
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the research scholars of faculty of Social Sciences and faculty of Arts, 
A.M.U, Aligarh. 
a. To know the purpose of reading newspapers both printed and 
online by research scholars of faculty of Social Sciences and 
faculty of Arts. 
b. To study the regularity in reading newspapers by research 
scholars of faculty of Social Sciences and faculty of Arts. 
c. To find out the languages of preferences for reading newspaper 
by research scholars of faculty of social sciences and faculty of 
arts. 
d. To find out the most attractive section in newspaper read by 
research scholars of faculty of Social sciences and faculty of 
Arts. 
e. To find out how much time spend by research scholars of 
faculty of social sciences and faculty of arts on reading 
newspapers (both printed and online). 
f To find out how the newspapers are subscribed by research 
scholars of faculty of Social Sciences and faculty of Arts. 
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g. To find out the type of news namely regional, national and 
international mostly preferred by research scholars of faculty of 
social sciences and faculty of arts, 
h. To know the satisfaction of research scholars of faculty of 
Social Sciences and faculty of Arts with regard to the coverage 
of news items in online newspapers. 
1.7 Hypotheses of the study 
a. There is no significant difference among the research scholars 
of faculty of social science and faculty of arts with regard to the 
time spend on reading online newspaper. 
b. There is significant difference among the research scholars of 
faculty of social sciences and faculty of arts, A.M.U, Aligarh 
with regard to purpose of reading newspaper. 
c. There is significant difference among the research scholars of 
faculty of Social Sciences and faculty of Arts, A.M.U., Aligarh 
with regard to preference of newspaper. 
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1.8 Significance of the study 
Knowledge is power. Gathering and preserving information can be 
known as knowledge. Information can be obtained in many ways and 
through many channels. One of the channels, which communicate 
information, is newspaper. 
In the study, an attempt has been made by the investigator to know 
how best the newspapers are being read by research scholars to get 
information and to update their knowledge and many other items like 
preference of language in reading the newspaper, preference of news 
items and their use and to what extent these newspapers are being 
accepted by them as sources of information. Due to the exponential 
growth of internet awareness and training inspire the readers to move 
into the online version of newspapers were also studied in the present 
study conducted at faculty of social sciences and faculty of arts, 
A.M.U, Aligarh. As a place of higher education with Wi-Fi 
technology, Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) is one of the premier 
institutes in India to adopt the latest trends and technology for 
teaching-learning processes. A study about the newspaper reading 
among the AMU community is important in the era of digital 
information. 
20 
Introduction 
1.9 Scope of the study 
The main purpose of the study is to find out the newspaper reading 
habits among the research scholars of faculty of social sciences and 
faculty of arts, A.M.U, Aligarh. With the help of the study, the 
investigator can know the newspaper reading habits of research 
scholars and their purpose of using them. 
1.10 Limitations and Delimitations of the study 
Limitations of the study 
a. The study has been conducted among the research scholars of 
faculty of social sciences and faculty of arts, A.M.U, Aligarh. 
b. The geographical area is restricted to A.M.U, Aligarh. 
Delimitations of the study 
a. Out of total 24 departments, there are 13 departments in the 
faculty of Social sciences and 11 Departments in the faculty of 
Arts, A.M.U, Aligarh, the survey has been conducted on 18 
departments of faculty of social sciences and faculty of arts, 
A.M.U, Aligarh. 
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1.11 Methodology 
Methodology has its own importance in scientific investigation 
because it involves careful and proper adoption of research design, use 
of standardization tools to tests, identifying adequate sample by using 
appropriate sampling techniques sound procedures for collection of 
data and then after carefial tabulation of the use of appropriate 
statistical technique for identifying the data. For the present study, 
investigator has used questionnaire method for data collection. 
1.11.1 Questionnaire design 
Questionnaire is the tool to collect data from diverse large and widely 
scattered population groups. 
In the study, a total of 120 questionnaires were administered among 
the research scholars of faculty of social sciences and faculty of arts, 
A.M.U, to know newspaper reading habits of research scholars. 
1.11.2 Contents of questionnaire 
The questionnaire was divided into 20 questions. It consists of 
questions relating to frequency of reading newspapers, the language in 
which they prefer to read newspapers, the preference in reading 
newspapers, the news items they like most in newspapers and the 
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place of reading newspapers. The questions relating to subscription to 
newspapers, the language in which they like to read newspapers, 
amount of time spent in reading newspapers in their home and at 
library, questions about online newspaper were also asked. 
The questions are framed in such a way that the relation of one 
question to another can be readily apparent to the respondent. All 
questions are systematically arranged and answers can be given by 
selecting yes and No and by selecting one of the possible answers 
provided in the questionnaire. 
1.11.3 Pilot survey 
The investigator has conducted a pilot survey by administering 30 
questionnaires among the research scholars of faculty of Social 
sciences and faculty of arts, A.M.U, Aligarh. 
15 questionnaires were administered among the research scholars of 
faculty of social sciences and 10 were obtained. And in the faculty of 
arts 15 questionnaires were administered and 11 were obtained. The 
pilot survey has helped in collection of data with more accuracy and 
completeness. 
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1.11.4 Sample population 
The study has been conducted on research scholars of faculty of social 
sciences and faculty of arts, A.M.U, Aligarh. The total numbers of 120 
questionnaires were administered among the research scholars through 
Random Sampling. 108 filled questionnaires were used in data 
collection for further studies. 
Table: Administration of Questionnaire 
Faculty 
Social 
Sciences 
Arts 
Total 
Questionnaire 
administered 
60 
60 
120 
Questionnaire 
returned 
58 
50 
108 
Questionnaire 
analysed 
58 (96.66) 
50(83.33) 
108(90) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
As the above table shows, it is clear that most of the research scholars 
of faculty of social sciences took more interest to fill the 
questionnaires. 
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1.11.5 Variables taken 
In order to achieve the objective of the study, research scholars of 
faculty of social sciences and faculty of arts, A.M.U, Aligarh have 
been taken as variable for the purpose of analysis. 
1.11.6 Data collection procedure 
For the present study, the investigator has visited faculty of social 
sciences and faculty of arts, A.M.U, Aligarh to collect required data. 
120 Questionnaires were administered among the research scholars of 
faculty of social sciences and faculty of arts and 108 filled 
questionnaires were collected on the spot and after one or two days. 
1.11.7 Data analysis method 
The data collected through the questionnaires and were organised and 
tabulated by using statistical method and data was compared for 
analysis on that basis. 
1.12 Organisation of the chapters 
Chapter 1: Introduction 
This chapter deals with the Introduction of reading habits and 
Newspaper Reading Habits, Aligarh Muslim University(A.M.U.), 
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Faculty of Social Sciences, Faculty of Arts, Statement of the problem. 
Objectives of the study, Hypotheses of the study, Significance of the 
study, scope, Limitations and Delimitations of the study and 
Methodology. 
Chapter 2: Review of Related Literature 
This chapter deals with Review of related literature which has already 
published on this topic, conclusion 
Chapter 3: Newspaper Reading Habits 
This chapter deals with Introduction of reading habits, Importance of 
reading. Meaning of Newspaper, Definition of newspaper, Importance 
of newspaper, features of newspaper, functions of newspaper, 
limitations of newspaper. Newspaper reading habits. Importance of 
reading newspaper. Historical background of a Newspaper, Brief 
history of Indian newspapers. Major newspapers of India, Online 
newspaper, Importance of online newspaper, Historical background of 
online newspaper, online newspaper in India, globally popular 
newspaper of India, Features of online newspaper, limitations of 
online newspaper. Online news in the present information age. Access 
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of e-papers and Archive of Newspapers in current environment, 
conclusion 
Chapter 4: Data Analysis and Interpretation 
This chapter deals with analysis and interpretation of data collected 
through questionnaire method. 
Chapter 5: Findings, Suggestions and Conclusions 
It deals with findings, conclusions and suggestions for further studies. 
Appendices 
In the end, Bibliography and Questionnaire are given. 
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CHAPTER 2 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
Review of literature is an early step for conducting research. It enables 
to avoid the duplication of research work and broadens the 
understanding of the research problem. Review of related literature 
discusses published information in a particular subject area within a 
certain time period. Literature Review is a body of text that aims to 
review the critical points of current knowledge on a particular topic. 
"Literature review is critical analysis of a segment of published body 
of knowledge through summary classification, and comparison of 
prior research studies, reviews of literature, and theoretical articles" 
(Andrew, 2000). 
Literature Review is very essential for a new research topic .The study 
of related literature implies locating, reacting and evaluating reports of 
researchers as well as reports of the casual observation and opinion 
that are related to the individual planned research project. In any 
worthwhile study in a field of research, the researcher must have an 
adequate knowledge about the work that has already been done in the 
area of research. 
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In brief this chapter presents an overall review of studies conducted 
abroad as well as in India in a descending order related to the topic of 
study. The Investigator reviewed only those studies, which were 
similar to the present study. 
Patel & Rajgor (2013) conducted a study to analyse newspaper 
reading habits among the professional faculty members. The study 
revealed that large number of faculty members use the newspaper in 
library. Majority faculty members are having habit of reading 
newspaper and they are one hour time spending daily for newspaper. 
Majority of the staff members read the news papers for general 
subject, national and international level, local, political, employment 
and sports level news only. Newspapers are responsible for creating 
and generating reading habits among university students. This study 
helps librarians understand the importance of newspapers and improve 
the services related to newspapers. 
Majumder i& Hasan (2013) investigated the level of newspaper 
reading habits of students. As a result of this study, it was found that 
the majority of the respondents read newspaper in Bangla and most of 
the respondents are from male group. Majority of the respondents 
spent less than one hour in reading newspaper. Self subscription is the 
main source of newspaper. Print copy is still used as the best medium 
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of newspaper for the respondents. Most of the respondents read 
mainly Daily Prothom Alo and Daily Star .Most of the respondents 
prefer to read sports and entertainment news. The study has also 
recommended some suggestions to make newspaper reading easy that 
Parents should provide a supporting environment to influence a habit 
of reading in children at the young age. All the concerned parties 
should influence students to read and should provide well cooperation 
to read newspaper. University library should provide adequate number 
of newspaper and facilitate the service properly to read newspaper as 
many respondents as they can. In university premises internet facilities 
should be widen enough to meet the need of the respondents. 
Mahipal (2013) carried a study to discover newspaper reading habits 
among university students. The findings indicated that the majority of 
time spent in reading newspapers was one to two hours daily. The 
main sources of newspapers were individual subscription, followed by 
the university library and student hostels. The majority of students 
read newspapers in Hindi or English language and they read 
newspapers to get information and improve their general knowledge. 
Students preferred to read editorial sections, followed by sports and 
politics. The most popular Hindi and English newspapers among the 
university students were Dainik Jagaran and The Times of India. This 
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Study helped librarians understand the importance of newspapers and 
improve the services related to newspapers. 
A study to investigate people's reading habits was carried out by Al-
Shaqsi (2013). The study focused on the perception and readership of 
Omani newspapers in the age of globalization. The results indicated 
that only 5.5% of the respondents said they don't read newspapers. 
The salient reasons for not reading newspapers were the availability of 
other media sources and lack of time to read newspapers. Most readers 
of Omani newspapers are males with diploma and university degrees 
who work in the public sector. Hard copies are still popular in Oman, 
since only 3% read the online version of newspapers. Reading 
frequency was found to correlate with the type of content and 
professionalism aspects more than the appearance and presentation 
(layout & design) of Omani newspapers. The images of private 
newspapers are more favourable than those of the public ones. 
Readers' views about certain newspapers were found to be subjective 
and judgmental. News was the most frequently read type of content 
and Omani newspapers were found to cover local news better than 
other topics. 
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Kumar (2012) discussed about the study on a readership survey 
carried out among the students. The purpose of the study was 
to determine the level of newspaper reading habit of students. The 
result shows that 53.63% students preferred the Hindi language 
newspapers to read whereas 46.36% students preferred to read 
the English language newspapers. 69.09% students read the both 
Dainik Bhaskar and Dainik Jagran newspapers. Library users read 
newspaper to get the latest information about what is happening 
around the world. 
Akpinar (2012) conducted a study on foreign language newspaper 
reading habits of ELT teachers. This study investigated whether 
newspaper exposure through "Media Discourse Analysis" activities 
contributed the foreign language newspaper reading habits of ELT 
prospective teachers. For this purpose quantitative (pre-post 
questionnaires) and qualitative (regular course feedback, focus group 
interviews, lesson observations, and field notes) tools were employed 
on 60 participants for 14 weeks. Finding of the study was that the 
analytical exposure to newspapers improved prospective English 
teachers' literacy skills and attitudes in forming a habit of FL 
newspaper reading. In addition to that, their critical thinking skills and 
awareness of different cultures and ideas were also improved. 
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Ahmad, G. A. H., Omar, S. Z., Belong, J., Osman, M. N. & 
Mansor, T. T. M. (2012) conducted a study to identify tiie types of 
news which are chosen by teenagers and to investigate the factors 
which are associated with the teenager's acceptance to the newspaper. 
The study found that entertainment news seems to be the teenagers 
preferred choice. The findings also indicate that the contents of the 
newspapers have fulfilled the needs of the teenagers. The study has 
suggested that the cognitive, affective, personal and escapism need to 
be maintained in each section of its contents. At the same time, social 
needs' dimensions should be reconsidered in each content material 
publication. If all five needs are found in the newspaper contents, the 
level of acceptance of teenagers toward the newspaper could increase 
significantly. Furthermore, the newspaper companies should also take 
a more positive responsibility by providing more news on education 
and knowledge which are based on entertainment and cartoon, which 
could increase knowledge and enhance the teenagers understanding of 
the information provided. 
In a questionnaire survey, Ripolles (2012) investigated the changes in 
readers' consumption habit for measuring the scope and effects of 
digital convergence and the outlook for the future. The data obtained 
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illustrates that Young people are oriented towards new media 
especially towards social networks. Young men read newspapers more 
than women. The study also reveals a high level of interest in news 
stories and positive valuation in civic terms on the part of young 
people. A face-to-face interview was also adopted for this study. 
Bamezai, G. ,Kesharvani, P. , Yutnnam, B. , Goswami, S. , 
Pradhan, A. , Roy, A. & Ambade, B. N. (2011) discussed the impact 
of internet on changing pattern of newspaper access and news reading 
habits in India. The study found that reading newspapers is a 
contiguous activity , availability of Internet services at home and 
cyber cafes is a significant factor in Internet usage in metres than in 
other cities that have limited and low broadband services and 
facilities. Mainly accessed for personal communication and general 
surfing, few Internet users read news online across all cities in the 
country. Preference for content indicates that reading of news online 
was more popular among the educated, urban male youth in the bigger 
cities, who were the primary users of the Internet. The interviews with 
editors and managers of vernacular and English mainstream 
newspapers suggest that the Indian newspaper industry was not 
jeopardised by the entry of the Internet as a news source at present or 
in the near future. 
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Kumar, Singh & Siddiqui (2011) examined the newspaper reading 
behaviour of university students. As a result of the study, library users 
read newspaper to get the latest information about what is happening 
around. Newspapers are responsible for creating and generating 
reading habits among university students. The majority of students 
read newspapers in Hindi or English language. The majority of time 
spent reading newspapers is one to two hours daily. The majority of 
the students read newspapers to get information and improve their 
general knowledge. The main sources of newspapers are individual 
subscription, followed by the university library and student hostels. 
The most popular Hindi and English newspapers among the university 
students are Dainik Jagran and The Times of India. Students prefer to 
read editorial sections, followed by sports and politics. 
A study to determine readership pattern of indigenous language 
newspapers among Nigerian students was carried out by Alabi (2011). 
The study compared the readership patterns of English language and 
Indigenous language newspapers. The results reveal poor readership 
pattern of Indigenous Language newspaper with the readership pattern 
of English Language newspapers faring better. On the basis of the 
findings, the study has suggested that government and private 
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individuals should invest more in indigenous language media, not 
minding the long gestation nature of the business. 
Sivankutty & Sudhakaran (2011) conducted a study whose purpose 
was to examine the attitude of librarians in India on the usage of 
online newspapers. This study revealed that librarians are aware of 
online newspapers. These newspapers whether international, national, 
regional or local, can be accessed with just a click of the mouse; 
among them the librarians prefer the national digital dailies as their 
first choice. Interactive facilities available in the newspaper sites such 
as relational information, opinion polls, RSS(Really simple 
syndication) feeds, information on new books, etc. have developed 
into extra tools for librarians. The survey confirmed that that the 
online edition of the Times of India is the preferred newspaper site. 
Aliagan (2011) studied the newspaper readership pattern. The aim of 
the study was to examine newspaper readership pattern in Ilorin 
metropolis, corporate or individual readers, newspaper preference and 
ratings by readers and the types of materials readers are exposed to in 
a newspaper. The findings revealed that the Punch is the highest 
selling newspaper and is most preferred by the readers. Readers of 
newspaper rate news as the most important item they read in 
newspaper, followed by sports and editorial. The result also shows 
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that cost affordability contributes to low newspaper readership in the 
country. 
Chung, Kim i& Kim (2010) in their article address an anatomy of the 
credibility of online newspaper. The purpose of the study was to check 
the credibility of three types of online newspapers i.e. mainstream, 
independent and index type. The study revealed that the difference 
between all three types of online newspaper was significant. The 
summated scores of the mainstream type were the highest on most 
items. The summated score of the index type was the highest on 
attractiveness. Overall participants rated the independent type of 
online newspapers lowest in credibility. 
Chakrabarti (2010) conducted a study to examine the newspapers 
published from different states of India and in different languages with 
problems and prospects with respect to access. The result shows that 
the demand for online newspapers has been increasing for the past few 
years with the growing reach of Internet. India's more than 70 million 
Internet users comprise approximately 6.0% of the country's 
population and about 4 million people in India have access to 
broadband Internet as of 2008 figures. Online newspapers are much 
like hard-copy newspapers and have the same legal boundaries, such 
as laws regarding libel, privacy and copyright. In India, major 
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newspapers went online to provide latest and most updated news to 
the net savvy people. Some newspapers even provide e-Paper which is 
regarded as the digital replica of the newspaper. 
Chaubey & Chandra (2010) carried out a study to analyze the 
distribution pattern of online newspapers of India and also gives in 
detail a panoramic view of surveys conducted by various agencies on 
the influence of online newspapers in India. The findings indicated 
that that the number and use of online newspapers has increased 
tremendously. One of the reasons for the increase in the growth of 
online newspapers in India was the increasing literacy, as measured by 
the ability to read and understand any language. The literacy rate was 
estimated to have risen from 62.5 per cent to 70.6 per cent in the three 
years from 2002 to 2005. Interestingly, the increase was higher in 
rural from 55.6 per cent to 64.6 per cent than in urban (from 79.3 to 
84.5 per cent) India. Readership growth was faster than literacy 
growth. While print media is going strong, it is interesting to see the 
rise of digital/online newspaper consumption in smaller cities of India 
and also online versions of Indian newspapers are read in 62 countries. 
The reach of the readership of newspaper was higher in the southern, 
western, and north eastern states, which have higher literacy rates. 
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This paper attempts to analyze the distribution pattern of online 
newspapers 
Igbeka & Ola (2010) examined the use of newspapers by Nigerian 
University students. This study had shown that newspapers continue 
to be a useftil source for the academic, recreational, and information 
needs of Nigerian students. The Vanguard and Guardian newspapers 
are preferred by a majority of the students, are preferred for 
information relevant to academic disciplines and job advertisements. 
The result also shows that majority of the students prefer particular 
newspapers because they contain information relevant to their 
disciplines. An almost equal number prefer specific newspapers 
because of their balanced editorial commentaries, followed closely by 
those who enjoy objective news on political issues. It is recommended 
that all university libraries should consider the acquisition, 
organization, and preservation of newspaper information and should 
be available electronically. In addition, publishers should take note of 
students' newspaper information needs in order to enhance their 
publications. 
AH & Musthafa (2010) carried out a study to discuss the features and 
limitations of online newspaper. The study revealed that majority of 
the students and faculty members of Aligarh Muslim University are 
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online readers and many of them prefer their regional languages-
Hindi and Urdu. Respondents from other than Northern India prefer 
their own respective mother tongue. Features like video clips and 
audio attachments are interesting features of online newspapers. 
Instant news updates makes online newspaper more attractive to the 
readers. The favourite items in online newspaper are the local news 
and comments by the readers. 
Biswas & Biswas (2010) discussed about the impact of Bengali 
newspapers on news and newspaper markets in the Bengali speaking 
region of India and on the Bengalis living abroad. It also discussed the 
meaning, history and characteristics of online newspapers .It 
compared the different online Bengali newspapers in India on 
different aspects along with advantages and limitations. The result 
revealed that a large number of net users in Bangladesh read Bengali 
newspapers of India online. Bengali NRIs keep themselves updated 
about political, social, cultural issues only by accessing the internet, 
they find it easier to access Bengali newspapers online to get the latest 
news. The online version or online Bengali newspapers give them the 
taste of home which they do not get from print or onHne English 
newspapers. The study has also recommended that the online 
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newspapers should incorporate updates and RSS feeds to help people 
access news in real time, 
Bhavya & Nanjappa (2009) carried out a study in Nagamangala and 
Pandavapura taluks of Mandya district to know the reading habit of 
farmers. The resuhs of the study revealed that majority of the farmers 
were subscribing and reading Prajavani, followed by Vijaya 
Kamataka. Majority of the farmers read the newspaper daily (70.00%) 
and partially (51.11%) for agricultural information and had spent 20 to 
40 minutes (52.22%) for reading agricultural information in 
newspaper. The variables like social participation and extension 
participation were found to be significantly associated with reading 
habit of the farmers. 
Flavian & Gurrea (2008) conducted a study to analyse key factors 
that influence the choice of Digital newspapers including usability of 
newspaper websites, reputation, trust, privacy and familiarity. The 
findings shows that the names of the websites did not considerably 
influence the selection of digital dailies. Reputation, privacy and trust 
in the web sites do not influence significantly the final choice of 
digital dailies. The study also suggested that newspaper editorial 
firms should make efforts to improve the levels of usability of their 
web sites. Digital dailies should develop and implement strategies in 
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order to ensure loyal readers that could be familiarized with the new 
medium. This fact would motivate the consultation of current 
information in the electronic channel. 
Wolswinkel (2008) studied the Newspaper reading behaviour of 
Young people. The study tried to find out the difference between Paid 
newspaper readers and free newspaper readers. The results show that 
newspaper reading does not depend on young adult's surveillance 
needs. Facilitating conditions are very influential in newspaper 
reading time. When newspaper reading is made easy to young adults, 
they tend to read them, regardless of their real interest in the news 
subjects. Results also show that also the news format is important for 
news consumption. The news format young adult's like can be 
characterized by very recent news, checking headlines and short 
articles. 
Zambarbieri, Cornigilia & Robino (2008) examined subject's 
behaviour by measuring their eye movements during reading both 
printed and online version of newspapers. Two Italian newspaper 
websites have been considered for the study described in this paper 
and the analysis has been focused on the exploration behaviour within 
the newspaper homepage and the reading of article pages. The 
findings indicated that the reader examines homepage methodically 
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from left to right and from top to bottom. Home page is very long and 
requires a lot of scrolling, and the reader actually scrolls down and 
then back again to the top of the page and in the article page all 
readers read careftiUy the entire text, in spite of the presence of other 
elements. The right column of the page receives few fixations and 
little attention. 
A study to determine reader's behaviour on the part of the Internet 
press readership was carried out by Flavian & Gurrea (2007). 
Results show that readers are motivated by aspects related mainly to 
differential attributes of the internet versus traditional channel. 
Readers perceive them both as information conduits and not as 
substitutive products. Readers prefer reading a newspaper in the 
physical medium, for entertainment. 
Hashim & Meloche (2007) conducted an exploratory study on the 
perceptions of students and academic staff towards online newspapers 
in the context of the Australian environment. Use of the Q-
methodological approach has shown in this study to be a very useful 
research method to reveal users' perceptions. The result shows that 
online newspapers were not an exclusive source of information and 
news for the participants in this study. The study also found two 
distinct groups who have specific reasons for their selection of news 
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medium, one which was highly news oriented "Serious newsreaders" 
and one that was less news oriented "Playful newsreaders" in 
accessing online newspapers. The most significant findings from this 
subjective study of users' perceptions of online newspapers were the 
recognition of both serious newsreaders and the playful newsreaders. 
The study recommended that the online newspaper companies should 
focus on access and easy navigational structures to attract more online 
users. 
Flavian & Gurrea (2006) in their article discussed the influence of 
readers toward online newspaper. As a result of this study , it was 
found that the search for updated news has a positive effect on reading 
the digital press. Newspaper readers acquire greater experience on the 
net, they are motivated to read the Internet press in the search for 
specific or up-dated information. The result also shows that 
entertainment has no significant effect on reading the digital press by 
less experienced readers, There is a significant and positive 
relationship between the specific information search objective and 
online reading. Among the limitations, the study mentions that the 
sample is limited to readers of newspapers published in Spanish. 
Spanish language is the fourth language used on the Internet. 
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Holmqvist, K., Holsanova, J., Barthelson, M. & Lundqvist, D. 
(2003) conducted a study whose purpose was to examine newspaper 
and net paper reading distinct behaviour of readers that they either 
read or scan. The result revealed that newspaper readers read 55% and 
scan 45%. Net paper readers read 44%) and scan 56%). This paper 
presents results showing that in net paper readers scan more and read 
less than newspaper readers. 
Al Shehri & Gunter (2002) carried out a study to obtain baseline data 
about the readership of electronic newspapers in the Arab world. The 
study found that most readers of Arab online newspapers are male, 
students, professionals or business persons resident oversees and were 
established, regular users of the internet for most of the readers, the 
internet was regarded as an important source and more than half the 
respondents claimed to read Arab online newspaper every day. 
Internet news was more valued than print because it was readily 
available all the time, free of charge and provided a substitute for 
printed newspaper not available to them in their current location. 
Nanjappa & Ganapathy (1986) conducted a survey on newspapers 
reading habits of farmers of Bangalore district in Karnataka. The 
findings revealed that the majority of the farmers reading newspapers 
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were young in age, had low level education, had larger land holding, 
had low social participation and had medium media participation. 
Conclusion 
The studies reviewed show that newspaper are an important medium 
which are responsible for creating and generating reading habits 
among users. The library users read newspaper to get the latest 
information about what is happening around the world. The studies 
revealed that majority of the users are habitual of reading newspapers. 
Most of them preferred English language newspapers over Hindi 
language or other regional language newspapers. A good number of 
users preferred print newspaper over online newspaper. The previous 
studies have used questionnaire, face-to-face interview, group 
interview and observations for data collection. The previous studies 
haye also recommended suggestions to make newspaper reading easy. 
They suggested that newspaper companies should provide more news 
on education and knowledge to inculcate a habit of reading 
newspapers in users. Online newspaper companies should focus on 
access and easy navigational structures to attract online users. 
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NEWSPAPER READING HABITS 
Reading is the passion of the greatest personahties of all times since 
ages which helped to pass on knowledge through generations. Thus 
reading habits influences in the promotion of one's personal 
development in particular and social progress in general. Regular and 
systematic reading sharpens the intellect, refines the emotions, 
elevates tastes and provides perspectives for one's living thereby 
prepares a person for an effective participation in the social, religious, 
cultural and political life. Reading fires the imagination of the person 
by adding new sight to eyes and new wisdom to mind. Reading loads 
the mind with new software. Reading is a vital factor affecting 
intellectual and emotional growth. 
The meaning of reading has undergone many changes. In the past, 
reading simply meant to extract visual information from any given 
codes or systems. However, thereafter, reading became much more 
complex and involved the understanding of a whole text composed of 
written. Thus, reading is the ability to recognise and examine words or 
sentences and understand the information within. It is a cognitive 
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process of understanding a written linguistic message and to examine 
and grasp the meaning of written or printed characters, words or 
sentences (Shafi & Loan, 2010). 
3.1 Importance of Reading 
a. Reading is the best source of information: Books have been 
around for hundreds of years, the pen and paper has been 
around a lot longer than television and computer video 
games. The Holy Quran and the other religious books from 
different cultures are probably the earliest books ever written, 
they are like a guide and rule book of life with many hidden 
messages and words of guidance written in them for us to 
follow and adhere too. The Quran also contain stories to deliver 
us all important messages and important codes of conduct for 
all to follow. 
b. Reading Feeds The Mind: Reading can help to broaden mind. 
Human brain is like super powerful advanced quantum 
computer, a continuous ongoing creative processing machine 
that never ceases and it never sleeps .Like computers, human 
brain also needs to be fed information to keep it satisfied and 
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stimulated and reading is the best source of input you can feed 
the brain. 
c. Reading may improve Quality Of Conversations: Vast array 
of new found knowledge obtained through reading helps to 
become more involved in discussions. 
d. Reading stimulates creative imagination: Reading has such a 
powerful influence it can change one's emotional state, sad 
stories can make feel sad, stories of inspiration can motivate and 
inspire while happy stories can improve the mood. Some of the 
great books and articles have been written by some of the best 
and most creative minds, reading of such books and articles can 
expand and develop human mind and knowledge. 
e. Reading sharpens the memory: Reading works the memory 
and helps improve concentration, this helps to exercise and 
boost memory powers because it encourages remembering 
characters and facts. 
f. Reading improves health: Acquiring the appropriate 
information can help you to improve health and life. Reading 
on a regular basis it can help to relax and quieten the mind 
which in turn can help reduce stress levels. 
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3.2 What is a Newspaper? 
A Newspaper is a periodical publication which provides all types of 
information relating to the local, regional, national and international 
levels and contains news regarding current events, informative 
articles, diverse features, editorials, and advertising. It usually is 
printed on relatively inexpensive, low-grade paper such as newsprint. 
'News' is the plural of new. Collecting information from North, East, 
West and South is called 'NEWS'. Traditionally newspapers are 
printed on newsprint paper, usually appear without a cover, folded 
rather than bound together, with a masthead, and are normally larger 
than 297 mm x 420 mm in size. They may include supplements such 
as colour magazines, or other inserts for special features or event 
(Wikipedia,2013). 
3.2.1 Definition of Newspaper 
According to Merriam Webster dictionary, a paper that is printed 
and distributed usually daily or weekly and that contains news, articles 
of opinion, features, and advertising (Mish, 2003). 
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According to Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, a set of large 
printed sheets of paper containing news, articles, advertisements, etc. 
and published every day and every week (Simpson, Ed., 2010). 
According to Collins English Dictionary (2011), a weekly or daily 
publication consisting of folded sheets and containing articles on the 
news, features, reviews, and advertisements. 
3.2.2 Importance of Newspaper 
A newspaper bears interest of every kind of readers. The main 
conveyor of news is newspaper. Newspaper can improve reading 
skills, increase English vocabulary and learn more things to write. By 
newspaper, one can know very interesting things and important 
international news. Newspaper can help to grow wisdom and may give 
useful information to make decision. Advertisements in newspapers 
are also very informative and give lots of information about the world 
around us and recent trends apart from being very entertaining. The 
editorials and the articles in the editorial page of the newspapers are 
always very analytical and give insight to the news and their 
background. People of all profession need newspapers. Engineers, 
doctors, scientists, professors and other professionals need them to 
know the day-to-day developments in their respective fields. 
Businessmen need newspapers to keep in touch with the economic and 
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commercial trends in the country and see current share prices. 
Politicians need them to read recent political events in the country. 
Students read newspapers to broaden their knowledge and keep 
abreast of the recent developments in various fields, be it in politics, 
economics, science, sports or art and culture. Newspapers ventilate the 
grievances of the public and form the public opinion. They keep the 
public and the government in close contact. The subject matters of the 
leading articles in the newspapers. The rules come to know of the 
desire of the people through newspapers. The people get aware of the 
policies and schemes of the government through this agency. 
a. Newspapers in the education: Articles from newspapers give 
facts about current affairs which may not be found in textbooks 
in their schools. Students learn new or unfamiliar words, 
expressions and spelling which add up to their vocabulary. 
Newspapers provide topics that students may use in their 
conversations with their friends. The youth are educated on 
social, political and economic issues when they read articles in 
the newspapers. Newspapers educate both the youth and adults 
on the opinions and feelings of people in the world on various 
issues. Newspapers educate people about new inventions, 
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discoveries and developments in Science, Technology, Health 
and Diseases. When students read newspapers, they learn about 
different styles of writing. Students who read newspapers 
regularly improve their reading in terms of fluency and speed 
as they become familiar with a lot of words. 
b. Newspapers in the information of the public: Newspapers 
provide reports on both local news and foreign news. They 
provide news on crime, natural disasters, wars, the Stock 
Exchange, Sports, the weather and many other issues. These 
news are important in the lives of many people including the 
youth. Newspapers give information on current and existing 
laws, rules, regulations and bye-laws. The youth can easily 
obtain information on the problems facing their country and 
other countries e.g. food shortage. Through advertisements, 
information can be obtained from newspapers on types of 
goods one wants to buy and in which shops they can be 
located. These goods may be clothes, shoes, computers etc. 
c. Newspapers in Entertainment: The youth are very much 
interested in entertainment. Newspapers provide advertisement 
on entertainment, that is, various forms, venue, date and time. 
Some students read newspapers during their free time as a form 
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of entertainment. The youth find crossword puzzles and 
quizzes in newspapers challenging and entertaining. Some 
youth also get a lot of fun from reading jokes, poems, comics 
and cartoons in newspapers. 
3.2.3 Features of Newspaper 
The salient features of Newspaper are: 
There are many sections to a newspaper i.e. Table of contents, 
Editorial, Business, International, National, Sports, Health, Education, 
Weather, Obituaries, They all play an important part, and when they 
act together, they make a newspaper. To provide some stimulus to 
people to buy their papers, many also carry "op-ed" columns, opinion 
pieces written by people who are known and sometimes respected for 
their opinions. Many local newspapers also carry items like obituaries, 
foreclosures, bankruptcies, court proceedings, etc., out of a feeling 
they are "newspapers of record" and have a duty to report this 
information so members of the community know what is happening in 
the community. Newspapers also carry advertising, usually divided 
into "showcase" or "display" ads that can take two pages, a whole 
page, half a page, a quarter of a page, etc., and "classified" ads that are 
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only a few lines each and a lot cheaper than the display ads ( 
Ghosh,Bhattacharya & Chakrabarti,2010). 
3.2.4 Functions of Newspaper 
Newspapers have 4 basic functions - to inform, to interpret the news, 
to provide a service to readers, and to entertain. These functions 
explain what the newspaper does, and they are why people read it. 
Newspapers help readers become informed citizens and make better 
decisions by providing lots of facts. Hard news stories, vital statistics, 
weather, sports stories and scores, and event calendars are examples of 
items that help inform readers. Some newspaper articles help interpret, 
or explain, the meaning of news to readers. These stories often include 
the opinion of the writer or newspaper management. Editorials, 
opinion columns, news analysis, and reviews are some examples. 
Newspaper stories provide information that helps readers solve their 
business, home, recreation, and daily living problems. Ads assist in 
informing readers about products and services. Hard news stories, 
feature stories, classified ads, and display ads are items that provide a 
service. 
Some items in the newspaper are designed to amuse or provide 
enjoyment to readers. Feature stories, comics, puzzles, and humour 
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columns are entertainment items. To inform, to interpret, to provide a 
service, and to entertain are the 4 basic functions of a newspaper. 
3.2.5 Limitations of Newspaper 
Nothing is perfect in this world. Same is the case applicable in case of 
reading newspapers. Not every newspaper is good and equally 
informative. Also the information quality is not standard in case of 
each and every one. It is of foremost importance. The limitations of 
reading the newspaper show that it is wasting of time by reading the 
nonsense article. In addition, people who makes the newspaper they 
were wasting the paper company and killing more trees. Some people 
do not read the newspaper, because they would just get a newspaper 
and look at the pictures. A newspaper is not altogether free from evils. 
Sometimes it publishes false news, that excites public feelings. 
3.3 Newspaper Reading Habits 
Human being is a much habituated species. There is hardly any human 
being who is free from this mentality. Thus both good and bad habits 
are formed. As said, when a thing is done repeatedly it forms a 
habit and by reading newspaper every day, some readers develop 
a habit of reading newspaper. 
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Newspaper keeps people aware of the current information of the 
world. It is very useful mass medium. It can influence a person's 
thought more effectively than any other media. It is a storehouse of 
knowledge and information at the cheapest price. Every civilized 
community has newspaper. Man is naturally curious to know about the 
events of the world. The newspaper is the best medium to satisfy this 
curiosity. By reading newspaper, one can get information from home 
and abroad .One can get news about the latest political movement and 
change in the government. One can also know about the International 
politics and affairs going through the International page. Those who 
are regular readers of International page are very much aware of the 
geographical and political affairs of the world. The newspapers are 
also an important means of communication between the government 
and the people. It is through the newspapers that the government 
places its programmes, its policies, and its achievements, before the 
people. The public also uses them to express its dissatisfaction with 
the government. They voice the grievances of the people and suggest 
measures of reform. Thus, by expressing public opinion they serve as 
a check on the government. They are essential for the proper 
functioning of democracy. The press is all powerful in a democracy. A 
free press is essential for its success (Yagnik, Patel & Zala, 2010). 
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Newspaper has been used as one of the print mediums to release 
current information to the society on various aspects such as poHtics, 
economics, policies, science, health, business, sports, environment, 
crimes, people and culture etc. A newspaper article has less research 
value compared to journal article, but in absence of information not 
available in magazines and journals the content value of newspaper 
goes up. The newspaper is an important medium so lots of researches 
are conducted on content analysis and readership of newspapers. 
Information on advertising, mass, media and marketing in India are 
dominated by business newspapers such as The Economic Times, 
Financial Express, Business Standard, The Hindu, Business Line, and 
Mint compared to magazines (Yagnik, Patel & Zala,20l0). 
3.3.1 Importance of reading Newspaper 
Regular newspaper reading promotes good reading skills as well as 
general understanding and other skills. Reading newspapers can be 
regarded as a typical informal mode of learning, which supports 
engagement with society and local social networks. Reading 
newspapers helps people become socialised as a members of their 
immediate community and society because newspapers mediate 
topical information about the surrounding reality. Reading newspaper 
develops our ideas, broadens our outlook, enriches our thoughts, 
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removes our narrowness, and purifies our philosophy. Reading 
newspaper makes the person well informed. It enables to take part in 
every discussion pertaining to the world's current events. By taking an 
active participation in group discussions. The only thing that can stop 
any person from joining talks and discussion is ignorance of what is 
happening around the country and the whole world. Reading 
newspapers improves knowledge. Of course, there are televisions and 
radios that also bring current news but it do not provide detailed 
information as newspaper does. Hence, Reading newspaper is a good 
habit that can provide a great sense of educational value. It carries 
information about politics, economy, entertainment, sports, business, 
industry, trade and commerce (Manocha, 2010). 
3.4 Historical background of a Newspaper 
From the very beginning of the civilization, our societies have used 
print media to express news and information to the people. In case of 
the newspaper the Roman "Acta Diuma" emerging around 59 B.C, is 
the first recorded "Newspaper". However, beginning of 8th century 
the first newspaper was as hand-written newssheets in Beijing in 
China. The printing press, mainly invented by Johann Gutenberg in 
1447, is the first modern newspaper. During this era newsletters 
basically abounding an increasing business class with news related to 
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trade and businesses. Next, in 1556 the Venetian government 
circulated "Notizie scritte" for which readers paid a tiny coin for 
purchasing that. 
In the first half of the 17th century, newspapers began to show as 
normal and frequent publications. The modem newspapers were first 
introduced in western European countries like Germany in 1665, 
Gazette in 1631 in France, Nieuwe Tijdingen in 1616 in Belgium and 
the London Gazette in 1665 in England. The main contents were local 
issues in those newspapers in the late 17th century. Newspaper 
banners did set on air at the end of the English Civil War, while Oliver 
Cromwell tried to control all reports on the eve of the completing. In 
1766, Sweden was the crucial country to pass a law defending press 
freedom in the history of Newspaper. 
The creation of the telegraph in 1844 transformed print media into 
new feature. At present, information could be transferred within a 
matter of minutes, permitting for more frequently. By the middle of 
the 19th century, newspapers were becoming the most important 
means of publishing and receiving information. That period known as 
the "golden age" of print media and that time media mogul such as 
William Randolph Hearst, Joseph Pulitzer, and Lord Northcliffe 
68 
!Newspaper (Rfoding !Ha6its 
constructed massive publishing fields. These peoples had enormous 
power within the media industry at that time (Wikipedia,2013). 
3.5 Brief History of Indian Newspaper 
Indian newspapers have more than 400 years of history. James 
Augustus Hickey is considered as the "father of Indian press" as he 
started the first Indian newspaper from Calcutta, the Calcutta General 
Advertise or the Bengal Gazette in January, 1780. In 1789, the first 
newspaper from Bombay, the Bombay Herald appeared, followed by 
the Bombay Courier next year (this newspaper was later amalgamated 
with the Times of India in 1861). 
The first newspaper in an Indian language was the Samachar Darpan 
in Bengali. The first issue of this daily was published from the 
Serampore Mission Press on May 23, 1818. In the same year, Ganga 
Kishore Bhattacharya started publishing another newspaper in 
Bengali, the Bengal Gazetti. On July 1, 1822 the first Gujarati 
newspaper the Bombay Samachar was published from Bombay, which 
is still extant. The first Hindi newspaper, the Samachar Sudha Varshan 
began in 1854. Since then, the prominent Indian languages in which 
papers have grown over the years are Hindi, Marathi, Malayalam, 
Kannada, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu and Bengali. India has more than 2000 
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daily newspapers in 100 languages with a combined circulation of 88 
million. 
The print media has responded to the new changes and challenges 
with its modernization. They have accepted the information 
technology, which resulted in better coverage with great speed and 
affordable price. The readership of newspapers is growing. The 
statistics also shows that the people prefer their regional language 
newspapers and that is why the regional newspapers are venturing out 
to bring editions from other cities where there is sizeable population of 
the respective language. The Indian language papers have taken over 
the English press as per the latest National Readership Survey (NRS) 
survey of newspapers. The main reasons being the marketing strategy 
followed by the regional papers, beginning with Eenadu, a telegu daily 
started by Ramoji Rao. The second reason being the growing literacy 
rate. Increase in the literacy rate has direct positive effect on the rise 
of circulation of the regional papers. 
The people are first educated in their mother tongue as per their state 
in which they live for e.g. students in Maharashtra are compulsory 
taught Marathi language and hence they are educated in their state 
language and the first thing a literate person does is read newspapers 
and gain knowledge and hence higher the literacy rate in a state, the 
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sales of the dominating regional paper in that state rises (Chaubey & 
Chanclra,2010). 
3.6 Major Newspapers of India 
The Indian print media is one of the largest in the world. The Times of 
India and The Hindu are the two best-known English newspapers in 
India. Both are well over 100 years old, and are family-owned. Over 
the decades their gaze on Indian society and politics has made readers 
impute to each of them a kind of human aura, identified with the cities 
from which they are published. The Times of India being the 8th most 
circulated newspaper in the world. With a daily circulation of 3.146 
millions, TOI tops the list of the best newspapers in India, followed 
closely by local language papers. While Hindi dailies Dainik Bhaskar 
(2.547 million) and Dainik Jagran (2.168 million) compete for the 
second and third place respectively, the Malayala Manorama stands 
fourth with a daily circulation of 1.514 million (Manocha,2010). 
Circulation of the newspapers is certified by the Audit Bureau of 
Circulation (ABC). The list of the Top 10 Newspapers in India is 
compiled by the ABC according to the circulation of the dailies. 
• The Times of India - English 
71 
9/iewspaper fading HaSits 
Dainik Bhaskar - Hindi 
Dainik Jagran - Hindi 
Malayala Manorama - Malayalam 
The Hindu - English 
Eenadu - Telugu 
Deccan Chronicle - English 
Ananda Bazar Patrika - Bengali 
Amar Ujala-Hindi 
Hindustan Times - English 
3.6.1 The Times of India (http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com) 
Founded in 1838 in what was then Bombay as The Bombay Times 
and Journal of Commerce, The Times of India is the largest circulated 
English-language newspaper in the world. It is presently owned and 
managed by Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. which is controlled by the 
Sahu Jain family. The Times has the most pan-India presence among 
all English newspapers in the country, with ten different editions 
printed in as many as 32 different cities. Its readership is estimated to 
be 7.4 million and rising. Currently edited by Jaideep Bose, its 
contributors include Jug Suraiya, Swaminathan Aiyar, RK Laxman, 
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Rukmini Subramaniam, Shobha De, MJ Akbar, and Gurcharan Das 
(Manocha,2010). 
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Figure 3.1: English Online Newspaper 'The Times of India' 
3.6.2 Dainik Bhaskar (http://www.bhaskar.coni) 
The newspaper that we have at the number second place in this list is 
Dainik Bhaskar. This is a daily Hindi newspaper whose daily 
readership count is 14.416 million. This is one such newspaper which 
has its readers from every part of India. Currently it has been 
published from the nine cities. It is owned by the D B Corp Ltd and it 
was started in the year 1956. Over the years, people have liked it 
content so much that it has now been read in almost every part of the 
country (Manocha,2010). 
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Figure 3.2: Hindi Online 'Dainik Bliaskar' 
3.6.3 Dainik Jagran (http://www.jagran.com/) 
Dainik Jagran was started in the year 1942 and now it is managed and 
owned by the Jagran Prakashan Limited. Surprisingly the total daily 
readership of this Hindi daily is 16.370 millioa Dainik Jagran is one 
the top most newspaper only because of the fact that it has managed to 
print news which are beneficial to the people and the news which 
affect the people in one way or the other. Dainik Jagran has always 
kept this motto in mind that it has to generate the feeling of 
responsibility among citizen and with its excellent editorials as well as 
the guest columns it has managed to do so (Manocha,2010). 
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Figure 3.3: Homepage o f Dainik Jagran' Hindi Online 
3.6.4 Malayala Manorama (http://www.nianoraniaonline.coin) 
Malayala Manorama is published in the Malayalam language. This 
newspaper has the daily readership count of 9.760 million. Malayala 
Manorama newspaper owner is the Malayalam Manorama Group. 
Due to very large population which speaks the Malayalam language 
this newspaper has such a high readership count. In the recent years, 
the newspaper has progressed a lot and so now it is circulated in some 
of the Indian as well as the foreign cities. It is published and 
distributed in ten cities of Kerala, Mangalore, New Delhi, Bangalore, 
Chennai, Dubai, Bahrain and Mumbai. The kind of news that is 
published in this newspaper is well according to the taste of the 
Malayalam people and so they prefer it the most (Manocha,2010). 
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Figure 3.4: Malayalam Online Newspaper 'Manorama Online^ 
3.6.5 The Hindu (http://www.thehindu.com/) 
The Hindu is the national newspaper of India. Printed from Chennai 
since 1878, it now has 10 editions printed from 14 different locations, 
mostly in South India. Its large base of circulation in South India 
contributes the bulk of its 2 million readers, making it the third most 
read English language newspaper in India. The Hindu is owned by 
Kasturi & Sons Ltd. and is the flagship publication of The Hindu 
Group. It has been edited by N. Ram since 2003 (Manocha,2010). 
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Figure 3.5: Homepage of online newspaper *The Hindu' 
3.6.6 Amar Ujala (http://www.aniarujaIa.coni) 
Published from various cities all over the country in the Hindi 
language.. It has 8.434 million daily readers. Amar Ujala has been one 
of those newspapers which have always been in front row for 
supporting the truth and so they have their motto of "Josh Sach Ka". 
The fact that the majority of the people of this country love the Hindi 
language is among the reasons why this newspaper has so much of 
readership. Amar Ujala Hindi newspaper is owned by the Amar Ujala 
Publication Ltd which was started in the year 1948. Apart from 
publishing the news, this newspaper has also columns which are 
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related to the social issues and articles promoting social awakening 
(Manocha, 2010). 
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Figure 3.6: Homepage o f Amar Ujala' hindi Online 
3.6.7 Hindustan Times (http://www.hindustantimes.com/) 
Hindustan Times was founded in 1924 as a nationalistic newspaper 
and inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi himself. Presently, the 
newspaper is owned by HT Media Ltd, which is controlled by the KK 
Birla family. The IRS Ql 2011 ranks Hindustan Times as the second 
most widely read English newspaper in India with eight different 
editions across north India and a readership of 3.7 million. It is 
currently edited by Sanjoy Narayan and its columnists include Vir 
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Sanghvi, Karan Thapar, Khushwant Singh and Barkha Dutt (Manocha, 
2010). 
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Figure 3.7: English Online Newspaper ^Hindustan Times' 
3.6.8 The Indian Express (http://www.indianexpress.coni) 
The Indian Express is an Indian English-language daily newspaper. It 
is published in Mumbai by Indian Express Group. In 1931, the Indian 
Express was started by an Ayurvedic doctor, Perumal Varadarajulu 
Naidu, at Chennai (then known as Madras), being published by his 
"Tamil Nadu" press. The Indian Express is published at nine 
locations—^Delhi, Mumbai, Nagpur, Pune, Kolkata, Ludhiana, 
Chandigarh, Lucknow and Ahmedabad (Manocha,2010). 
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3.7 Online Newspaper 
An online newspaper, also known as a web newspaper, is a 
newspaper that exists on the World Wide Web or Internet, either 
separately or as an online version of a printed periodical. Online 
newspapers are much like hard-copy newspapers and have the same 
legal boundaries, such as laws regarding libel, privacy and copyright. 
The Internet version of the traditional media of the Fourth Estate 
attracts thousands of new readers day by day around the world. 
Unique facilities provided by the online newspapers such as 
navigability, hyperlink and multimedia entice the readers to this media 
of daily light reading (Biswas & Biswas, 2010). 
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3.7.1 Importance of Online Newspaper 
An online publication allows the publishers to get the information to 
the reader much more quickly than the print newspaper. Since the 
online editions of newspapers are seamless, there is no need to cut 
paragraphs or quotes. A text can be as long as it can be, and features, 
related articles, maps and charts can be linked to it. They can also add 
full screen photos, videos, forums and polls that users can participate 
in and deliver their views and vote accordingly. They also allow for 
discussion beyond the Letter to the Editor page, for example contact 
between journalists, editors and readers, and for relevant information 
regarding readers' preferences and choices. There is possibility to 
update and upgrade the news or having even multiple hyperlinks 
which are linked with full screen photography and video. The sites of 
online newspapers also allow the users to browse and select news and 
advertisements at their own time and place. Some online newspapers 
attract users to allow them to create a series of web sites themselves. 
The fact that several newspapers are available for reading on the 
Internet is very important for the masses. The advantages resulting 
from hypertext, automated searching and the availability of back 
numbers are also rated highly. The relative importance of feedback is 
always in line with the low utilization of internet usage (Gupta, 2010). 
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3.7.2 Historical background of Online Newspaper (ONP) 
The growth of onUne newspapers traces back to 1992 when for the 
first time U.S newspapers were published on Web. Newspaper content 
was text based and was dehvered through BBS or onHne services such 
as Prodigy and America OnUne. On September 12, 1994, Netscape 
released the beta version of its navigator, a graphic web browser. 
Newspapers formally established their presence on the World Wide 
Web soon after that. There were approximately 60 North American 
newspapers with sites on the Internet or with dial up services by the 
end of 1994. The pioneers among the online newspapers were Raleigh 
News and Observer, San Francisco Observer/ Chronicle, and San Jose 
Mercury News. In 1996, approximately 500 North American 
newspapers established sites on Internet or through dial up services, 
but only half of them, 248 daily newspapers were published on the 
Web by September 1996. Newspapers on the Web reached the critical 
mass scale around 1997. By September 1997, 745 U.S newspapers, 
about half of the U.S dailies were published on the Internet as 
witnessed by Meyer The growth of newspapers on the Internet 
accelerated in 1997. There were 1,290 U.S newspapers online in 
March 1998. The number reached 2,059 (as of September 27, 1998), a 
growth of 60% in six months and 176% in one year More than 3,400 
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U.S papers were online by June 2001. Most of the U.S newspapers 
were published on the Internet in 2001 as witnessed by Poynter The 
unprecedented magnitude of online newspapers is expanding 
gradually (Gul & Shah, 2010). 
3.7.3 Online Newspapers in India 
The Internet is spreading across the country, and newspaper websites 
too seem to be making hay off it. The Web editions of Indian 
newspapers are now read even in smaller towns, and not just in the 
metros of the country. The demand for online newspapers has been 
increasing from the past few years with the growing reach of Internet. 
India's 60,000,000 Internet users comprise approximately 6.0% of the 
country's population and about 4,010,000 people in India have access 
to broadband Internet as of 2008 figures. e-Papers provide the latest 
reaking news with a minute update. The reach of online newspapers is 
practically endless and is not bounded by area or boundaries as not 
only one can get local but international exposure. In real terms, the 
landscape of online outreach has drastically changed. Another great 
reason for having an online presence is that, nobody reads yesterday's 
newspaper. However, a piece of online communication stays, 
typically, anywhere more than a day to years together. Probably, 
online presence stays till the storage runs out (Chaubey & Chandra). 
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3.7.4 Globally popular Online Newspaper of India 
The Times of India (TOI) is a popular English-language broadsheet 
daily newspaper in India. It has the largest circulation among all 
English-language daily newspapers in the world, across all formats 
broadsheet, compact, Berliner and online). It is owned and managed 
by Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. which is owned by the Sahu Jain 
family. 
In 2008, the newspaper reported that (with a circulation of over 3.14 
million) it was certified by the Audit Bureau of Circulations as the 
world's largest selling English-language daily newspaper, placing as 
the 8th largest selling newspaper in any language in the world. 
According to the Indian Readership Survey (IRS) 2008, The Times of 
India is the most widely read English newspaper in India with a 
readership of 13.3 million. This ranks the Times of India as the top 
English newspaper in India by readership. According to Com Score, 
TOI Online is the world's most-visited newspaper website with 159 
million page views in May 2009, ahead of the New York Times, The 
Sun, zashington Post, Daily Mail and USA Today websites (Chaubey 
&Chandra,2010). 
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3.7.5 Features of Online Newspaper 
Multimedia is one of the unique features of online newspapers. It 
provides live news/ information along with link to other media like 
sound records and video clips. Highlighted key words with hyperlinks 
leads the Readers to related news items at a single click. Readers can 
contact with editors and reporters via e-mail and respond to the 
columns and news items through Forums and Chat rooms .Online 
newspapers provide easy access to archival collections of past issues 
which is difficult and tiring in print newspapers. Full screen photos 
and interactive polls that users can participate in a unique facilities 
provided by online newspapers portent for the masses. The advantages 
resulting from hypertext, automated searching and the availability of 
back numbers are also rated highly. The relative importance of 
feedback is always in line with the low utilization of internet usage 
(Ali&Musthafa,2010). 
3.7.6 Limitations of Online Newspaper (ONP) 
The commercialism of a newspaper and the Internet culture has 
together created a financial problem for online newspapers. Big 
advertisers are afraid to put their product online because there is more 
competition to deal with. Local advertisers are afraid to put their 
product online because they do not require their publicity throughout 
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the world as their product may be hmited to the concerned area only 
(Gupta, 2010). 
Online newspapers need power connection to use an electronic device 
such as computer to read news; the unstable power connection may 
cause the failure of the system and finally keep the users aloof from 
the online newspaper. It needs a live internet connection. The 
feasibility of online newspaper reading is depending upon the speed of 
internet cormectivity .An online newspaper is not easily portable 
compared to print counterpart. The style of presentation is different in 
each online newspaper which may not satisfy the majority of readers 
and the style itself is being changed frequently Readers need to click 
and scroll to select a news or article and should be familiar with the 
search techniques. Too many links cause confusion and mislead the 
reader from his/he interest of reading and waste time (Ali & 
Musthafa,2010). 
3.7.7 Online News in the present Information Age 
Information dissemination has got a new dimension in this digital era. 
The transformation of the communications sector indicates a shift 
from mass broadcast media to interactive media. Printed matter is 
getting replaced by digitized information. Internet is providing its 
users more choice and control of content, and enables individuals to 
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produce and distribute information. As a result, Internet news is 
proliferating; produced by individuals, freelance experts, advertising 
agencies and traditional news organizations. Most of the information 
can be accessed freely. The World Wide Web's role in the aggregation 
and dissemination of information and news affects the printed media 
in various ways. The revenue base for the printed media gets 
threatened by decrease in the number of readership and advertising 
revenues, but at the same time many new opportunities for news 
production and distribution are also present. The transformation of 
newspaper publishing from a separate and independent enterprise into 
one of the products of multi-media production houses is a very 
significant phenomenon. The software and telecommunications 
industries, and also the television industry, compete and co-operate 
with newspapers on different levels, bringing new issues about access 
and freedom of information. These processes are taking place at a 
rapid speed that there is little chance for public intervention or 
corporate analysis and strategy building. The transfer of digitized 
information from the source to the destination is easy and less 
complicated when compared to the printed matter. With the help of 
the Internet technology, the information transfer has become so fast. 
The effort and time needed for the transportation to get the 
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information has minimized to a great extent in this digital era. The 
user population of Internet has grown considerably; the population 
must be equivalent to that of the traditional media, if not more than 
that. All these factors have contributed to the emergence of the online 
newspapers and other material (Gupta, 2010). 
The use of Mobile Internet is rapidly spreading, especially among the 
young generation. Mobile Internet is the system of interconnected 
network which is accessed through mobile devices such as a cell 
phone, PDA or other portable gadgets or browsing a mobile network 
such as Wi-Fi. The point is, access to Internet doesn't require desktop 
or fixed landline connection, Mobile Internet is also referred as 
'Internet on Move' in some jargons. The latest Internet & Mobile 
Association of India (lAMAI) report on Mobile Internet usage in India 
shows that India had 57 million Internet users as on Sep-2008; the 
numbers are likely to grow rapidly. The Internet is spreading across 
the country, and newspaper websites too seem to be making hay off it. 
The Web editions of Indian newspapers are now read even in smaller 
towns, and not just in the metros of the country. The demand for 
online newspapers has been increasing from the past few years with 
the growing reach of Internet. India's 60,000,000 Internet users 
comprise approximately 6.0% of the country's population and about 
!Newspaper (Reading 7{a6its 
4,010,000 people in India have access to broadband Internet as of 
2008 figures. e-Papers provide the latest breaking news with a minute 
update. The reach of online newspapers is practically endless and is 
not bounded by area or boundaries as not only one can get local but 
international exposure. In real terms, the landscape of online outreach 
has drastically changed. Another great reason for having an online 
presence is that, nobody reads yesterday's newspaper. However, a 
piece of online communication stays, typically, anywhere more than a 
day to years together. Probably, online presence stays till the storage 
runsout(Gupta,2010). 
3.7.8 Access of e-papers and Achieve of Newspapers in current 
environment 
Previously newspapers were available only in print edition. But the 
current scenario has been changed. Now most of newspapers are 
accessible through e-paper or archive or mobile edition on Kindle 
through concerned websites of the newspapers. E-paper allows users 
to view or access the entire newspaper in its original (newspaper view) 
format. Whatever content published in print edition such as news 
items, images, print ads etc are accessible through E-paper. The 
archive contains selected or entire news items appeared in newspaper. 
Users can access the news item in textual format but not in Newspaper 
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View format. Most of newspapers' current content (current date) are 
accessible free of cost. But for the e-paper and archive access, 
different condition and subscription are applied by newspapers. For 
example, The Times of India and The Economic Times (all editions) 
are accessible (e-paper) free of cost from December 2003 and 
September 2004 respectively. The e-paper of The Business Line and 
The Hindu are accessible through subscription (See Annexure). Every 
newspaper has its own terms and conditions in providing access to its 
digital contents or archive (Yagnik, Patel & Zala,2010). 
3.8 Conclusion 
Reading is inseparably linked to learning and learning leads to overall 
mental, professional and human development. Reading not only gives 
people new ideas, information and insights, it also helps them to 
become more complete in every aspect. Newspapers are also 
responsible for creating and generating reading habits among students. 
Newspapers are essential for university students, but due to the 
enormous explosion of information published in the form of 
newspapers in different languages in particular. Over the millennia, 
reading has changed alongside and it has also changed the preference 
of a reader. It is worthwhile to remember that new technologies often 
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do not supplant older proven technologies that accomplish a similar 
task. For example, Internet Video Streaming did not replace 
television; similarly Online Newspaper did not replace Print 
Newspaper. Print appears likely to remain alive for the foreseeable 
future, especially among some specific social groups, such as students 
of the university. With the decline of the reading habit among people, 
it is important to find new ways to instil love for reading in their 
hearts and improve their reading habits. 
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(Data Jina[ysis and Interpretation 
CHAPTER 4 
DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 
The problem of the present study is "Newspaper Reading Habits 
among Research Scholars of Faculty of Social Sciences and 
Faculty of Arts, A.M.U., Aligarh: A Comparative Study". The 
collected data was organised and tabulated by using tables. The 
purpose of analysis is to reduce data to intelligible and interpretable 
form, so that the relation of research problem can be studied and 
tested. 
The data was collected with the help of questionnaire. A total number 
of 120 questionnaires were distributed among research scholars of 
faculty of Social Sciences and faculty of Arts, A.M.U., Aligarh in the 
month of September 2013. Out of 120 administered questionnaires 
108 questionnaire were returned by the respondents (58 from faculty 
of social sciences and 50 from faculty of Arts). The investigator 
selected 108 questionnaires for the analysis of data. (Table 4.1) 
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4.1 Administration of Questionnaire 
Table 4.1: Administration of Questionnaire 
Faculty 
Social Sciences 
Arts 
Total 
Questionnaire 
administered 
60 
60 
120 
Questionnaire 
returned 
58 
50 
108 
Questionnaire 
analysed 
58 (96.66) 
50(83.33) 
108(90) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
As the above Table 4.1 shows that research scholars of faculty of 
Social Sciences took more interest to fill the questionnaire in 
comparison of the research scholars of the faculty of Arts. 
4.2 Newspaper Reading Habits 
Table 4.2: Newspaper Reading Habits 
Newspaper reading 
habits 
Yes 
No 
Total 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
53(91.37) 
5 (8.62) 
58(100) 
Arts 
50(100) 
0 (0.0) 
50(100) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
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As the above table shows that, in the faculty of social science, Out 
of58 respondents, 53 respondents, 91.37% are having the habit of 
reading newspapers, 8.62% are not having the habit of reading 
newspapers. Whereas In the faculty of Arts, Out of 50 respondents, all 
research scholars are having the habit of reading newspapers. 
In the Faculty of Social Sciences, Only 53 research scholars are 
having the habit of reading newspaper. Therefore Data Analysis and 
Interpretation in the further tables has been done on the response of 53 
research scholars insteadof 5Sand in the faculty of arts, data analysis 
and Interpretation in further tables is based on the response of all 50 
research scholars. 
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Fiqure 4.2: NEWSPAPER READING HABITS 
100 
I Social Sciences 
I Arts 
8.62 
Yes 
Newspaper Reading Habits 
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4.3 Frequency of Newspaper Reading 
Table 4.3: Frequency of Newspaper Reading 
Frequency of 
reading 
Daily 
Weekends Only 
Once a week 
On special 
occasions only 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
52(98.12) 
0 (0.0) 
1(1.88) 
0 (0.0) 
Arts 
45 (90) 
2(4) 
1(2) 
2(4) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
As depicted in table no. 4.3, in the faculty of social science 98.12% 
research scholars read newspapers daily, 1.88% read newspapers once 
a week. No research scholars had mentioned that they read the 
newspaper on weekends and on special occasions. Whereasin the 
faculty of Arts 90%) research scholars read daily, 4%) read on 
weekends only,4%) research scholars read on special occasions only 
and 2%) read the newspaper once a week. 
The table depicts that there is not much difference in the frequency of 
the reading newspapers among research scholars of both faculties.The 
table depicts that a good number of respondents arereading 
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newspapers daily.98.12% in the faculty of Social Sciences and 90% in 
the faculty of Arts. 
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Fiqure 4J: FREQUENCY OF NEWSPAPER READING 
98.12 
I Social Science 
I Arts 
1.88 
Daily Weekends Once a week On special 
only ocassions 
only 
Frequency 
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4.4 Time spend for reading Newspaper 
Table 4.4: Time spend for reading Newspaper 
Time spend 
10-30 min 
30-45 min 
1 hour 
More than 1 hour 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
25(47.16) 
11 (20.75) 
15 (28.30) 
2 (3.79) 
Arts 
25 (50) 
15(30) 
4(8) 
6(12) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
As the above table 4.4 shows that, in the faculty of social science 
47.16% research scholars spend 10-30 minutes for reading newspaper 
at a time, 28.30% research scholars spend Ihour daily on reading 
newspapers, 20.75% spend 30-45 minutes to read the newspaper ,only 
a 3.79%research scholar spend more than 1 hour whereas In the 
faculty of arts 50% research scholars spend 10-30 minutes for reading 
newspaper, 30% spend 30-45 minutes, 12% research scholars spend 
more than 1 hour on reading newspaper, only8%research scholars 
spend 1 hour on reading newspaper. 
The table depicts that majority of research scholars of both the 
faculties spend 10-30 min in reading newspapers.47.16% in the 
faculty of Social Sciences and 50% in the faculty of Arts. 
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4.5 Preferred Language 
Table 4.5: Preferred language 
Language of 
Newspapers 
English 
Hindi 
Urdu 
Other regional 
language 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
37(69.81) 
11 (20.75) 
3 (5.66) 
2 (3.78) 
Arts 
24 (48) 
9(18) 
10(20) 
7(14) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
As the above table 4.5 shows that, in the faculty of Social Sciences 
69.81% research scholars read the newspaper in English. 20.75% of 
them read newspaper in Hindi. 5.66% of them read newspaper in Urdu 
and 3.78% research scholars read the newspaper in other regional 
languages. Whereas In the faculty of Arts 48%read newspaper in 
English. 20% read in Urdu. 18% read newspaper in Hindi and 14% 
read newspaper in their regional languages. 
The table depicts that majority of the research scholars of both 
faculties prefer English newspapers.69.81% in the faculty of Social 
Sciences and 48% in the faculty of Arts. A small percent of research 
scholar those who are from outside Hindi/Urdu belt, prefer their own 
respective mother tongues like Kashmiri, Bengali and Malayalam. 
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Figure 4.5: PREFERRED LANGUAGE 
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4.6 Favourite Newspaper 
Table 4.6: Favourite Newspaper 
Newspapers 
The Times of 
India 
The Economic 
Times 
The Hindu 
DainikJagran 
Amar Ujala 
Others 
FACULTY 
Social sciences 
16(30.18) 
2 (3.78) 
22(41.50) 
3 (5.66) 
6(11.34) 
4 (7.54) 
Arts 
18(36) 
0 (0.0) 
12(24) 
4(8) 
8(16) 
8(16) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
As the above table 4.6 shows that, in the faculty of Social Sciences 
41.50% research scholars read the newspaper 'The Hindu'. 30.18% 
researchscholars read the newspaper 'The Times of India'. 11.34% 
ofthem read the newspaper 'Amar Ujala'. The other newspapers that 
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are read by the research scholars are 'The Hindustan times' and 'The 
Indian Express' 7.54%. 5.66% of them read the newspaper 'Dainik 
Jagran' and 3.77% read the newspaper 'The Economic Times'. 
Whereas in the faculty of Arts 36% read the newspaper 'The Times of 
India'. 24% of them read the newspaper 'The Hindu'. 16% of them 
read the newspaper 'Amar Ujala'. The other newspapers that are read 
by the research scholars are 'Aziz-ul-hind' and 'Rashtriya Sahara' 
16%. 8% of them read the newspaper 'Dainik jagran'. No research 
scholars mentioned the newspaper 'The Economic times'. 
The Table reveals that 'The Hindu' is the most preferred 
newspaper by the research scholars of faculty of Social Sciences 
whereas 'The Times of India' is the most preferred newspaperby the 
research scholars of faculty of Arts. Among Indian language, Hindi 
newspaper 'Amar Ujala' is selected more. Among other newspapers, 
'Greater Kashmir' (English), 'Pratidin'(Bengali) are mentioned. 
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4.7 News Item Read 
Table 5.7: News Item Read 
News Item 
Editorial 
Politics 
Sports 
Entertainment 
Business 
Others 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
31 (58.49) 
10(18.87) 
3 (5.67) 
2(3.77) 
7(13.20) 
0 (0.0) 
Arts 
27(54) 
10(20) 
5(10) 
7(14) 
0 (0.0) 
1(2) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
From the above table 4.7, it can be interpreted that,in the faculty of 
Social Sciences 58.49% researchscholars like to read news item 
related to Editorialand 18.87% of them read news related to Politics. 
13.20% research scholars read news related to Business. 5.67% 
readSport news and 3.77%) read Entertainment news. Whereas 54%) 
research scholars of Arts faculty prefer to read news item related to 
Editorial, 20% read news related to Politics. 14% read entertainment 
news, 10% of them read sport news. The other news items that are 
read by research scholars are classified section, explaining that they 
look for job vacancies in them among others. No research scholars 
mentioned Business news. 
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The Table depicts that the majority of the research scholars like to 
read news Editorials, 58.49% in the faculty of Social Sciences and 
54% in the faculty of Arts, followed by Politics. 
4.8 Newspaper section first read 
Table 4.8: Newspaper section first read 
Newspaper 
section 
International 
News 
Politics 
Sports 
Editor's column 
Others 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
17(32.08) 
19(35.84) 
5 (9.43) 
11 (20.76) 
1(1.89) 
Arts 
15 (30) 
11(22) 
7(14) 
10(20) 
7(14) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
The above table4.8 shows that in the faculty of Social Sciences, 
politics page takes the lead with 35.84% indicating that it is the 
section they read first. This is closely followed by 32.08% of 
respondents who also claim they read International news first then 
20.76%) of the respondents, who indicate that they read the Editor's 
column first. Sports news attracted 9.43%, taking the fourth position 
on the table. The other section first read by the research scholars are 
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Front pages 1.89%. Whereas In the faculty of Arts, International news 
takes the lead with 30% indicating that it is the section they read first. 
22% of them read news related to Politics. The Editor's column is read 
first by 20% of the respondents. Sports 14% and the other news 
related to Current affairs 14%was the least patronized section among 
the research scholars. 
The Table reveals that Sports news is not considered a priority by 
most of research scholars of both the faculties. 
4.9 Preference to various News 
Table 4.9: Preference to various News 
News 
International 
National 
Regional 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
15(28.30) 
34(64.16) 
4 (7.54) 
Arts 
15(30) 
29 (58) 
6(12) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
From the above table 4.9, it can be interpreted that, in the faculty of 
Social Science 64.16% of the research scholars gave first preference to 
national news and second preference to International news 28.30%. 
Regional news is rated low eamingwith 7.54%. Whereas in the faculty 
(Data jAnaCysis and Interpretation 
of Arts, 58% of the research scholars gave first preference to National 
news. 30% of them gave second preference to International news and 
a minority of 12%) research scholars gave preference to Regional 
news. 
The table clearly shows that majority of research scholars prefers to 
read National news, 64.15%) of the research scholars of faculty of 
Social Sciences and 58%o faculty of Arts desired to know what is 
happening in other places in a country. This shows that a large number 
of the respondents indicated that they read the National news section 
first. This is followed by the International news. Regional news is 
consistently rated low earning percent here. 
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4.10 Source of reading Newspaper 
Table 4.10: Source of reading Newspaper 
Source of reading 
Newspaper 
Hostel 
Central library 
Individual 
Subscription 
Internet 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
8(15.09) 
1(1.89) 
40 (75.48) 
4 (7.54) 
Arts 
18(36) 
7(14) 
21 (42) 
4(8) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
As the above table 4.10 shows that, in the faculty of Social Sciences 
75.48% of the research scholars selected Individual Subscription as 
the most important source of reading news. 15.09% of them read the 
newspapers in the hostel. 7.54%selected Internet as the third source of 
reading newspaper. Only 1.89% selected Central library as a source of 
reading newspaper. Whereas In the faculty of Arts, 42% research 
scholars selected Individual Subscription as the most important source 
of reading news.36% of them selected hostel as the second important 
source of reading newspaper. 14% of the research scholars read the 
newspapers in the Central library. Only 8% selected Internet as a 
source of reading newspaper. 
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The Table reveals that majority of the research scholars subscribe 
newspaper individually,75.48% in the faculty of Social Sciences and 
42% in the faculty of Arts and hostel is the second most important 
source of reading newspaper. 
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4.11 Factors that influence readership 
Table 4.11: Factors that influences readership 
Factors that 
influences 
readership 
Headlines 
Editorial 
Currency 
Design and 
Layout 
Others 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
39 (73.59) 
11 (20.76) 
1(1.88) 
2(3.77) 
0 (0.0) 
Arts 
33 (66) 
9(18) 
2(4) 
4(8) 
2(4) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
From the above table 4.11, it can be interpreted that, in the faculty of 
Social Science, more than half of the respondents 73.59% indicated 
that headlines motivated them to read newspapers. A quarter of the 
respondents 20.76% said Editorial influenced them to read and 
minority of 3.77%)research scholars said design and Layout 
influenced them to read. No research scholars mentioned any other 
factor that influences their readership. Whereas In the faculty of Arts 
66%) research scholars find headlines as the important factor that 
motivates them to read newspapers. 18%) of them indicated that 
Editorial influences them to read newspapers. 8%o selected design and 
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layout and a few of them 4% indicated currency motivates them to 
read. Apart from these physical features of newspapers, another factor 
that influences newspaper readership is well-written stories and 
pictures. 
The Table clearly indicates that most of the research scholars are 
motivated by Headlines, 73.59% in the faculty of Social Sciences and 
66% in the faculty of Arts, followed by Editorial. 
4.12 Main purpose of reading newspaper 
Table 4.12: Main purpose of reading newspaper 
Purpose of 
reading 
Newspaper 
For general 
information 
For up-to -
dateness 
For research 
purpose 
To hold 
discussions with 
others 
Others 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
19(35.84) 
26 (49.06) 
5 (9.43) 
3 (5.67) 
0 (0.0) 
Arts 
27 (54) 
17(34) 
4(8) 
1(2) 
1(2) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
From the above table, it can be interpreted that, in the faculty of Social 
Science49.06% research scholars read newspaper to update 
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themselves. 35.84% of them felt that reading newspapers are useful 
for improving their general knowledge. 9.43% of them read the 
newspaper for research purpose and the remaining5.67% read the 
newspaper to hold discussions with others. No research scholars 
mentioned other purpose of reading newspaper.Whereas In the faculty 
of Arts, 54%) of the research scholars read the newspapers to improve 
their general knowledge. 34% of them read newspaper to update 
themselves. 8%) of them read the newspapers for their research work. 
Only 2% read to hold discussions with others. The Classified section 
of the newspaper is the other main purpose of reading newspapers by 
the research scholars. 
The Table reveals that there is a difference between priorities 
regarding the purpose of reading newspapers by the research scholars 
of both the faculties. The research scholars of facultyof Social 
Sciences prefer to read newspaper to update themselves and the 
research scholars of the faculty of Arts read newspapers to improve 
their general knowledge. 
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4.13 Online Newspaper Reading Habits 
Table 4.13: Online Newspaper Reading Habits 
Online 
Newspaper 
reading habits 
Yes 
No 
Total 
Faculty 
Social Sciences 
45 (77.59) 
13(22.41) 
58 (100) 
Arts 
34 (68) 
16(32) 
50(100) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
As the above table 4.13 shows that, in the faculty of Social Sciences, 
Out of total 58 respondents, 77.59% are having the habit of reading 
Online newspapers, 22.41% are not having the habit of reading Online 
Newspapers. Whereas In the faculty of Arts, Out of total 58 
respondents 68% are having the habit of reading Online newspapers, 
32% research scholars are not having the habit of reading Online 
Newspapers. 
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In the Faculty of Social Sciences, out of 58 research scholars, only 45 
of them read Online Newspaper (ONP). Therefore in the further 
tables. Data Analysis and Interpretation has been done on the response 
of 45 research scholars and in the Faculty of Arts, 34 research scholars 
have the habit of reading Online Newspaper (ONP), so further study 
has been done on the response of 34 research scholars instead of 50. 
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As the above table 4.14 shows that, in the faculty of Social Science, 
regarding the preference towards online newspaper by research 
scholars, 'Easy access to back issues' 44.44% is ranked first.'Contact 
with editors via e-mail' 37.77% is coming second. 'Free of cost' 
64.44% comes in third position. "Maximum news coverage' 33.33% 
is ranked fourth by the research scholars.'Instant news updates' is 
least ranked. Whereas in the faculty of Arts, 'Easy access to back 
issues' 38.23% is ranked first by the research scholars. 'Maximum 
news coverage' 50% is coming second. 'Free of cost' 64.70% is 
ranked third. 'Contact with editors via e-mail' 29.41% comes in fourth 
position and 'Instant news updates' is least ranked. 
The table clearly shows that the research scholars of both the faculties 
give first preference to 'Easy access to back issues'. 'Instant news 
updates' is also a least mentioned reason for preference of online 
newspaper by research scholars of both the faculties. 
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4.15 Time spend for reading Online Newspaper 
Table 4.15: Time spend for reading Online Newspaper 
Time spend 
10-30 min 
30-45 min 
1 hour 
1-2 hour 
-
Faculty 
Social sciences 
24(53.33) 
14(31.11) 
4 (8.89) 
3 (6.67) 
Arts 
20 (58.84) 
7 (20.58) 
7 (20.58) 
0 (0.0) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
As depicted in table no. 4.15 that, in the faculty of Social Sciences 
53.33% research scholars spend 10-30 minutes for reading Online 
newspaper,31.11 % research scholars spend 30-45 min daily on 
reading online newspapers, 8.89% spend 1 hour to read the 
newspaper , only a 6.67% research scholar spend more than 1 hour 
whereas In the faculty of arts 58.84% research scholars spend 10-30 
minutes for reading newspaper,20.58% spend 30-45 minutes, 20.58% 
research scholars spend 1 hour on reading newspaper. No research 
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scholars had mentioned that they read online newspaper for more than 
1 hour. 
The table indicates that majority of the research scholars of both 
the faculties spend 10-30 min on reading Online newspapers.53.33% 
in the faculty of Social Sciences and 58.84% in the faculty of Arts. 
4.16 Satisfaction with regard to coverage of News in Online 
Newspaper 
Table 4.16: Satisfaction with regard to coverage of News in Online 
Newspaper 
Level of 
satisfaction 
Fully Satisfied 
Satisfied 
Partially Satisfied 
Not Satisfied 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
22(11.11) 
5 (48.89) 
16(35.56) 
2 (4.44) 
Arts 
7 (20.59) 
15(44.11) 
7 (20.59) 
5(14.71) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
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As the above table shows 4.16 that, in the faculty of Social Sciences 
majority of the research scholars 11.11% are fully satisfied with the 
coverage of news in Online Newspapers. 35.56%of the research 
scholars are partially satisfied, only 48.89% are satisfied with the 
news in online newspaper. Minority of 4.44%o are not satisfied. 
Whereas in the faculty of Arts, 44.11% research scholars are 
satisfiedwith the coverage of the news in Online Newspaper. 20.59% 
of them are fully satisfied and 20.59%) arepartially satisfied and 
14.71%) are not safisfied. 
The Table shows that the research Scholars of faculty of Social 
Sciences are fiilly satisfied with the coverage of news in the online 
newspaper and the research scholars of faculty of Arts are satisfied 
with the coverage of news in the online Newspaper. 
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4.17 Favourite Online Newspaper 
Table 4.17: Favourite Online Newspaper 
Online newspaper 
The Times of 
India 
The Indian 
Express 
The Hindu 
The Hindustan 
Times 
DainikJagran 
The Siasat 
Others 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
14(31.12) 
7(15.56) 
4 (8.89) 
4 (8.89) 
11(24.44) 
2 (4.44) 
3 (6.66) 
Arts 
16(47.06) 
0 (0.0) 
4(11.77) 
7 (20.59) 
5 (14.70) 
2 (5.88) 
0 (0.0) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
As the above table shows that, in the faculty of social science 31.12% 
research scholars read the online newspaper 'The Times of India'. 
24.44% research scholars read the online newspaper' 
DainikJagranM5.56% of them read the onlinenewspaper 'The Indian 
Express'. 8.89%o of them read the online newspaper 'The 
Hindu'.8.89% of them read the Online Newspaper 'The Hindustan 
Times'. The other onlinenewspapers 6.66% that are read by the 
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research scholars are 'Amar Ujala' and 'Manorama Online' 
(Malayalam). 4.44%of them read the Online Newspaper 'The 
Siasat'.Whereas in the faculty of Arts 47.06% read the newspaper 
'The Times of India'. 20.59% read the newspaper 'The Hindustan 
Times'. 14.70% of them read the Online Newspaper 'Dainik Jagran*. 
11.77% researchscholars read the Online Newspaper 'The Hindu. 
5.88% read the online newspaper 'The Siasat'. No research scholars 
mentioned the online newspaper 'The Indian Express'. 
The Table reveals that 'The Times of India' is the most preferred 
newspaper by the research scholars of both the faculties. 31.12% in 
the faculty of Social Sciences and 47.06% in the faculty of 
Arts.Among Indian language, Hindi newspaper 'Dainik Jagran' is 
selected more. Among other languages 'Greater Kashmir' (English) 
and 'Manorama Online' (Malayalam)are mentioned. 
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4.18 Place of reading Online Newspaper (ONP) 
Table 4.18: Place of reading Online Newspaper (ONP) 
Place where 
reading ONP 
Central Library 
Department 
Computer lab 
Computer centre 
Internet cafe 
Hostel/home 
Others 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
6(13.33) 
14(31.12) 
3 (6.67) 
0 (0.0) 
20 (44.44) 
2 (4.44) 
Arts 
10(29.42) 
2 (5.88) 
4(11.76) 
3 (8.83) 
15(44.11) 
0 (0.0) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
As the above table depicts that, in the faculty of social science 
majority of research scholars 44.44% read ONP in their hostel/home. 
31.12% rush to the departmental computer lab for reading ONP. 
Central library 13.33% andComputer centre 6.67% are also used for 
this purpose. The other places 4.44% mentioned by research scholars 
for reading ONP are through their Smart phones.Interestingly, no 
research scholars are going to internet cafe for reading ONP.Whereas 
In the faculty of arts 44.11% research scholars read ONP in their 
Hostel/home. 29.21% of them read Online Newspapers in Central 
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library. Computer centre 11.76% and Internet Cafe 8.83% are also 
used for this purpose. 5.88% research scholars read ONP in their 
Department computer lab. 
The study revealed that majority of the research scholars of both the 
faculties read ONP in their hostel/home.44.44%) in the faculty of 
Social Sciences and 44.1 !%> in the faculty of Arts. 
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As the above table shows that, in the faculty of Social Science, 
Regarding the difficulties faced by research scholars, 'Too many 
links' 33.33% is ranked first. 'Slow downloading speed' 33.33% is 
coming second. 'Small font size'37.77% comes in third position. 
'Reading on screen is tiring' 31.11% is ranked fourth by the research 
scholars. 'Unknown character display for regional language' 48.88% 
is least ranked. Whereas in the faculty of Arts, 'Unknown character 
display for regional language' 26.47% is ranked first by the research 
scholars. 'Slow downloading speed' 29.41%is coming second. 'Small 
Font Size' 38.23% is ranked third. 'Too many links' 26.47% comes in 
fourth position and 'Reading on screen is tiring' 38.23% is least 
ranked. 
The table clearly shows that research scholars of the faculty of social 
sciences mostly faces the problem of 'Too many links' and the 
research scholars of faculty of Arts mostly face the difficulty of 
'Unknown character display for regional language'. 
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4.20 Start of reading Online Newspaper (ONP) 
Table 4.20: Start of reading Online Newspaper (ONP) 
Time 
Very recently 
Last 1 year 
2-4 Years 
5-10 Years 
Faculty 
Social sciences 
11 (24.46) 
10(22.22) 
20 (44.44) 
4 (8.88) 
Arts 
10(29.41) 
12(35.31) 
6(17.64) 
6(17.64) 
(Figures in parentheses denotes percentage) 
As depicted in table no. 4.20, in the faculty of social science majority 
of researchscholars 44.44% started readingonline newspaper during 
last 2-4 years. A percentage of 24.46% of research scholars started to 
read very recently. 22.22% of the research scholars started since last 
one year and only 8.88% research scholars have 5-10 years 
experiences of reading ONP. Whereas In the faculty of Social 
Sciences majority of the research scholars 29.41% started to read very 
recently. 35.31% of the research scholars started since last one year. 
17.64% research scholars started reading online newspaper during last 
2-4 years. 17.64% of them have 5-10 years experiences of reading 
Online Newspaper. 
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The Table 4.20 reveals that majority of the research scholars of the 
faculty of Social Sciences started reading newspapers during last 2-4 
years and the research scholars of the faculty of Arts started to read 
newspaper since last one year. 
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CHAPTER 5 
FINDINGS, SUGGESTIONS AND CONCLUSION 
This chapter deals with the findings and conclusions come from the 
analysis of the collected data. The foundation of the chapter is the 
output and the results of the data analysis which incorporated the 
various formulated objectives and their assessment. The interpreted 
and the analysed facets of the study based on the results retrieved and 
the overall addition to the existing stock of knowledge is being caged 
in the chapter. It includes the major revelations determined by the 
study. Besides, it includes the overall conclusion of the study and 
various suggestions experienced from the study and the literature 
scrutinized. 
5.1 Findings 
The findings of the study can be drafted as under: 
5.1.1 Most of the research scholars of the faculty of Social 
Sciences and faculty of Arts have the habit of reading 
newspapers. 91.37% in the faculty of Social Sciences and 
100% in the faculty of Arts (Table 4.2 & Figure 4.2). 
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5.1.2 Most of the research scholars of faculty of Social Sciences 
and faculty of Arts read newspapers daily. In Social 
Sciences, the number of research scholars who read the 
newspaper daily is comparatively more to that of the 
research scholars of the faculty of Social Science. 98.12% in 
faculty of social Sciences and 90% in the faculty of Arts 
(Table 4.3 & Figure 4.3). 
5.1.3 Research scholars of both the faculties spend 10-30 minutes 
on reading newspaper. 47.16% in the faculty of Social 
Sciences and 50% in the faculty of Arts (Table 4.4). 
5.1.4 Even though the AMU is an Urdu speaking campus, it is 
interesting to know that majority of the research scholars of 
both the faculties (69.81%) in the faculty of Social Sciences 
and 48%) in the faculty of Arts) prefer to read English 
newspapers followed by Hindi and Urdu. A small percent 
(3.77%o and 14%)) those who are from outside Hindi/Urdu 
belt, prefer their own respective mother tongues like 
Kashmiri, Bengali and Malayalam (Table 4.5 & Figure 4.5). 
5.1.5 Majority of the research scholars of faculty of Social 
sciences prefer to read newspaper 'The Hindu' 41.50%. 
Whereas 'The Times of India' 36% is the favourite 
139 
'Findings, Suggestions andConcCusion 
newspaper amongst the research scholars of faculty of Arts 
(Table 4.6 & Figure 4.6). 
5.1.6 Majority of the research scholars of faculty of Social 
Sciences 58.49% and faculty of arts 54% like to read news 
item related to Editorial (Table 4.7). 
5.1.7 In the faculty of Social Sciences, politics page takes the lead 
with 35.84%, it is the section they read first. Whereas in the 
faculty of Arts, international news takes the lead with 30%, 
it is the section research scholars read first whenever they 
read a newspaper. The Table also reveals that Sports news is 
not considered a priority by most of the research scholars of 
both the faculties (Table 4.8). 
5.1.8 A good no. of research scholars of both the faculties gave 
first preference to National news. 64.16%) in the faculty of 
Social Science and 58% in the faculty of Arts (Table 4.9) 
5.1.9 Majority of the research scholars of both the faculties 
selected Individual Subscription as the most important 
source of reading news. 75.48%) in the faculty of Social 
Sciences and 42% in the faculty of Arts (Table 4.10 & 
Figure 4.10). 
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5.1.lOA good number of research scholars of both the faculties 
(73.59% and 66%) indicated that headlines motivated them 
to read newspapers (Table 4.11). 
5.1.11 49.06% research scholars of faculty of Social Sciences read 
newspaper for the purpose of updating themselves Whereas 
In the faculty of Arts 54% of the research scholars read the 
newspapers to improve their general knowledge (Table 4.12 
& Figure 4.12). 
5.1.12 77.59%) of the research scholars of faculty of Social 
Sciences are having the habit of reading Online newspapers, 
whereas , 68% of the research scholars of faculty of Arts are 
having the habit of reading online newspapers (Table 4.13 
& Figure 4.13). 
5.1.13 Research scholars of both the faculties give first rank to 
'Easy access to back issues' and 'Instant news updates' is a 
least mentioned reason for preference of online newspaper 
by research scholars of both the faculties (Table 4.14). 
5.1.14 Research scholars of both the faculties spend 10-30 minutes 
for reading online Newspaper. 53.33% in the faculty of 
Social Sciences and 58.84% in the faculty of Arts. 
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Interestingly, no research scholars had mentioned that they 
read online newspaper for more than 1 hour (Table 4.15). 
5.1.15 11.11% Research Scholars of Faculty of Social Sciences are 
Fully Satisfied with the coverage of news in the Online 
Newspaper and 44.11% Research Scholars of Faculty of 
Arts are Satisfied with the coverage of news in the online 
Newspaper (Table 4.16 & Figure 4.16). 
5.1.16 Among the English newspapers, 'The Times of India' is the 
most preferred online newspaper with a readership of 
31.12% and 47.06% by the research scholars of both the 
faculties. Among the Hindi online newspapers, 'Dainik 
Jagran' is the top choice with a readership of 24.44% and 
14.70%. No research scholars mentioned the Online 
Newspaper 'The Indian Express' (Table 4.17 & Figure 4.17). 
5.1.17 Majority of the research scholars of both the faculties with 
equivalent percentage i.e. 44.44% and 44.11% are reading 
online newspapers in their Hostel/home (Table 4.18). 
5.1.18 Research scholars of both the faculties face different 
problems while reading Online Newspaper. 'Too many 
links' 33.33% is ranked first by the research scholars of 
faculty of Social Sciences and 'Unknown character display 
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for regional language' 26.47% is ranked first by the research 
scholars of faculty of Arts (Table 4.19). 
5.1.19 Majority of research scholars 44.44% started reading 
newspaper during last 2-4 years whereas in the faculty of 
social sciences majority of the research scholars 35.31%) 
started to read since last one year. (Table 4.20). 
5.2 Tenability of Hypotheses 
5.2.1 Ho There is no significant difference among the research 
scholars of faculty of social science and faculty of arts 
with regard to the time spend on reading online 
newspaper. 
Hi There is significant difference among the research 
scholars of faculty of social science and faculty of arts 
with regard to the time spend on reading online 
newspaper. 
It is revealed from table 4.15 that 53.33 % of the research scholars of 
faculty of social Sciences and 58.84%o in the faculty of Arts spend 10-
30 minutes for reading online Newspaper. 
143 
TincCings, Suggestions ancf ConcCusion 
So, it is clear from table 4.15 that there is no significant difference 
among the research scholars of faculty of social science and faculty 
of arts with regard to the time spend on reading online newspaper. 
So, the null hypothesis is accepted and alternate hypothesis is rejected. 
5.2.2 Hi There is significant difference among the research 
scholars of faculty of social sciences and faculty of arts, A.M.U, 
Aiigarh with regard to purpose of reading newspaper. 
Ho There is no significant difference among the research scholars 
of faculty of social sciences and faculty of arts, A.M.U, Aiigarh 
with regard to purpose of reading newspaper. 
The analysis of table 4.12 reveals that 49.06% research scholars of 
Faculty of Social Sciences prefer reading newspaper to update them 
and 54% research scholars of faculty of Arts prefer reading newspaper 
to improve their general knowledge. 
So, it is clear from table 4.12 that there is significant difference among 
the research scholars of faculty of Social Sciences and faculty of Arts, 
A.M.U., Aiigarh with regard to purpose of reading newspaper. 
So, the alternate hypothesis is accepted and null hypothesis is rejected. 
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5.2.3 Hi There is significant difference among the research 
scholars of faculty of Social Sciences and faculty of Arts, A.M.U., 
Aligarh with regard to preference of newspaper. 
Ho There is no significant difference among the research scholars 
of faculty of Social Sciences and faculty of Arts, A.M.U., Aligarh 
with regard to preference of newspaper. 
The analysis of the table 4.6 shows that 41.50% research scholars of 
faculty of Social Sciences and faculty of Arts prefer to read newspaper 
'The Hindu'. And 36% of research scholars of faculty of Arts prefer to 
read newspaper 'The Times of India' 
So, it is clear from table no. 4.6 that there is significant difference 
among the research scholars of faculty of Social Sciences and faculty 
of Arts, A.M.U., Aligarh with regard to preference of newspaper. 
So, the alternate hypothesis is accepted and null hypothesis is rejected. 
5.3 Suggestions 
5.3.1 As research scholars have expressed their ingratitude 
towards newspaper reading habits of readers that they give 
more weightage to national news, it is recommended that 
they should read international news and regional news to 
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broaden their knowledge and keep abreast of the recent 
developments in various fields. 
5.3.2 Research scholars of both faculties should be inclined 
towards online newspaper as it is available free of cost. 
5.3.3 In some newspapers font size is not convenient for easy 
reading, so there should be facility to increase the font size. 
5.3.4 Online News and reports given in online newspapers should 
be as sufficient as in their print counterparts. 
5.3.5 Steps must be taken to avoid the 'character display problems 
in regional languages'. A standard Intic script may be 
followed by regional newspapers. 
5.3.6 There should be separate Newspaper Reading Room for 
Research Scholars in both faculties. 
5.3.7 Online newspapers should devote more space to news than 
to advertisements. 
5.3.8 Free Wi-Fi facility should be provided in the entire 
university campus for easy access to internet. 
5.3.9 The research scholars of faculty of social sciences and 
faculty of arts are spending less than one hour for reading 
newspaper as well as online newspaper. It is recommended 
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that they should spend more time on reading newspapers to 
improve their general awareness. 
5.4 Conclusion 
The study has been conducted to know newspaper reading 
habits among the research scholars of faculty of Social 
Sciences and faculty of Arts, A.M.U., Aligarh. To conclude, it 
can be said that majority of research scholars of faculty of 
Social Sciences and faculty of Arts read newspaper to update 
them and to improve their general knowledge. The study also 
reveals that a good number of research scholars spend of both 
the faculties spend 10-30 minutes in reading online 
newspapers. Most of the research scholars of the faculty of 
Social Sciences read English language newspaper The Hindu 
and faculty of Arts read English language newspaper The 
Times of India and among the Hindi language newspaper Amar 
Ujala is selected more by the research scholars of both the 
faculties. Among the online Hindi language newspaper Dainik 
Jagran is selected more. The study clearly reveals that research 
scholars of both the faculties have good newspaper reading 
habits whether it is done on paper or on a screen, but print 
newspaper is still used as a best medium of reading 
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newspaper. The study also shows that the research scholars of 
both the faculties face 'Too many links' and 'Unknown 
character display for regional language' as the main problems 
while reading Online Newspaper. 
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DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE 
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY, ALIGARH 
Dear Respondents, 
I am conducting a survey on "Newspaper Reading Habits among Research 
Scholars of Faculty of Social Sciences and Faculty of Arts, A.M.U, Aligarh: 
A Comparative study" for my M.L.I.Sc. Dissertation work under the supervision 
of Dr. Naushad Ali P. M (Associate Professor) , Department of Library and 
Information Science. In this regard I would like to request you to kindly fill this 
questionnaire. The information gathered shall be kept confidential and used for 
study purpose only. 
For this act of kindness, I shall be thankful to you. 
Yours Truly 
NehaRaoof 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
Personal Details: 
Name: 
Gender: 
Department: 
Please fill the information in blank space or put a tick mark in the square bracket. 
1. Do you have the habit of reading newspaper? 
a. Yes [ ] 
b. No [ ] 
2. How often do you read newspaper? 
a. Daily [ ] 
b. Weekends only [ ] 
c. Once a week [ ] 
d. On Special occasions only [ ] 
3. How much time do you spend on reading newspaper daily? 
a. 10-30 min [ ] 
b. 30-45 min [ ] 
c. 1 hour [ ] 
d. More than 1 hour [ ] 
4. Which language you prefer while reading a newspaper? 
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
5. 
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f. 
English 
Hindi 
Urdu 
Other Regional language (Please mention) 
Which is your favourite newspaper? 
The Times of India 
The Economic Times 
The Hindu 
Dainik Jagran 
Amar Ujala 
Other (Please mention the 
reason) 
[ 
[ 
[ 
[ 
[ 
[ 
[ 
[ 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
] 
6. Which section in the newspaper do you like most? 
a. Editorial [ ] 
b. Politics [ ] 
c. Sports [ ] 
d. Entertainment [ ] 
e. Business [ ] 
f. Other (Please specify) 
7. Which one of the following pages do you read first? 
a. International news [ ] 
b. Politics [ ] 
c. Sports [ ] 
d. Editor's Column [ ] 
e. Other (Please specify) 
8. Which kind of news do you prefer to read? 
a. International [ ] 
b. National [ ] 
c. Regional [ ] 
9. What is your source of reading newspaper? 
a. Hostel [ ] 
b. Central library [ ] 
c. Individual subscription [ ] 
d. Internet [ ] 
10. Which of these factors motivate you to read newspaper? 
a. HeadHnes [ ] 
b. Editorial [ ] 
c. Currency [ ] 
d. Design and Layout [ ] 
e. Other (please specify) 
11. Which is the main purpose of reading newspaper? 
a. For general information [ ] 
b. For up-to-dateness [ ] 
c. For research purpose [ ] 
d. To hold discussion with others [ ] 
e. Other (Please specify) 
12. Do you read online newspaper? 
a. Yes [ ] 
b. No (please specify the reason) 
(If your answer is 'Yes', please go directly to question no. 13.If 'No' 
please go to the question no. 20). 
13. Why do you prefer to read online newspaper? Rank them in order of the 
preference of usage as 1,2,3, 4, 5. 
a. Instant news update 
b. b. Easy access to back Issue 
c. Contact with editors via e-mail 
d. d. Maximum news coverage 
f Free of cost 
14. How much time do you spend on reading online newspaper? 
a. 10-30 minutes [ ] 
b. 30-45 minutes [ ] 
c. 1 hour [ ] 
d. 1-2 hour [ ] 
15. Do you feel satisfaction with the coverage of news in present digital era? 
a. Fully Satisfied [ ] b. Satisfied | ] 
c. Partially satisfied [ ] d. Not satisfied | ] 
16. Which one is your favourite online newspaper? 
a. The Times of India [ ] b. The Indian Express | ] 
c. The Hindu [ ] d. The Hindustan times [ ] 
e. Dainik Jagran [ ] f The Siasat [ ] 
g. Other (please specify) 
17. What is the place of reading online newspaper? 
a. Central library [ ] b. Department computer lab [ ] 
c. Computer centre [ ] d. Internet cafe [ J 
e. Hostel/Home [ ] 
f Other (Please specify) 
18. What is the main difficulty faced by you in reading online newspaper? Rank 
them in order of the preference of usage as 1.2, 3, 4, 5. 
a. Small font size [ ] b. Too many links [ ] 
c. Slow downloading speed [ ] d. Reading on screen is tiring [ ] 
e. Unknown character display for regional language [ j 
19. For how long have you been reading online newspaper? 
a. Very recently [ ] b. Last one year [ ] 
c. 2-4 years [ ] d. 5-10 years [ ] 
20. Please give your valuable suggestions to inculcate Newspaper Reading Habits 
among Research Scholars. 
Thank You 
